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[bookmark: _GoBack]Revelation 13
The Beast System

The Holy Trinity:				The Unholy Trinity:

God the Father				The Dragon; Satan
God the Son					The Antichrist
God the Holy Spirit				The False Prophet



Rev. 13:1 and 1he stood upon the sand of the sea.
		And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten diadems [crowns], and upon his heads names of blasphemy. 
Rev. 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power [dunamis], and his throne, and great authority [exousia]. (ASV)

I.  The Beast Out of The Great Sea

Some scholars see this sea as “the sea of humanity.”  And that is supported in Rev 17:15.  “The waters which thou sawest…are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues” (Rev 17:15).

I believe the sea of Revelation 13:1 points specifically to the same sea Daniel referred to when he saw the four beastial kingdoms. The Great Sea, which is what The Mediterranean Sea is called in the Old Testament.  (First mention: Numbers 34:6,7.)

Dan. 7:2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of heaven brake forth upon the great sea. 
Dan. 7:3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 
Dan. 7:4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made to stand upon two feet as a man; and a man’s heart was given to it. 
Dan. 7:5 And, behold, another beast, a second, like to a bear; and it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 
Dan. 7:6 After this I beheld, and, lo, another, like a leopard, which had upon its back four wings of a bird; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. 
Dan. 7:7 After this I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, a fourth beast, terrible and powerful, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth; it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 
Dan. 7:8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. (ASV)

Clarence Larken: [Comments on Daniel 7]
The scene of this “Vision” was on the shore of the “Great Sea.” This is an important statement. For in the Old Testament the term “Great Sea” stands for the Mediterranean Sea, and this locates the geographical position of the Nations symbolized by the “Four Wild Beasts.”  For while the “Babylonian” and “Medo-Persian” Empires were not located on the Mediterranean Sea, as were the “Grecian” and “Roman” Empires, they were greatly indebted for their wealth and power to their Mediterranean coast land which they had conquered. And as more and more of this coast land was absorbed as the “Grecian” and “Roman” Empires came into existence, the “Prophetic Earth,” including “Palestine” [Israel] as a centre, became the boundary of the Mediterranean Sea, and the “Great Sea” became little more than a “Roman Lake” within the Roman Empire…

…the “Four Winds of Heaven,” the “Evil Powers” of the air that Satan uses to cause unrest among the nations of the earth. And as the closing days of this Dispensation draw near, and Palestine is repeopled by the Jews, the nations that centre around it will be more and more thrown into commotion as Satan in his last great effort to checkmate the plans of God will bring into play all the “Evil Forces” of the air.
The Book of Daniel, Clarence Larkin, 
The Rev. Clarence Larkin Estate, P.O.Box 334, Glenside, Pa. 19038, U.S.A., pp118,119.

This last paragraph is particularly interesting in light of the fact that Larkin wrote in 1929. He could “prophesy” what is happening today because of what the prophets wrote. For these things are told us by the prophets.

Rev. 10:7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then is finished the mystery of God, according to the good tidings which He declared to His servants the prophets.

For light and understanding on the end of days we must have the light of the O.T. prophets in particular.

2Pet. 1:17 For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there was borne such a voice to him by the Majestic Glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: 
2Pet. 1:18 and this voice we ourselves heard borne out of heaven, when we were with him in the holy mount. 
2Pet. 1:19 And we have the word of prophecy made more sure; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts: 
2Pet. 1:20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. 
2Pet. 1:21 For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.

What is happening this very day, in Iran, Syria, Libya, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Europe, etc. is Satan and his evil forces fighting for survival.

II.  The Beast of Revelation 13 – The Antichrist and His System

A. Composite Beast – Roman Empire Revived

1. Leopard – Greek Empire, Largest portion, the body
              		(The prevailing characteristics of the
			revived Roman Empire will be Grecian.

			The Roman Empire was influenced by
			and perpetrated the Greek Empire.
			Consider: The Alphabet, Democracy, Sport, 
			Olympics, Math and Science, Philosophy,
			Architecture
2.   Bear – Persia
3.   Lion – Babylon

B. Satan, the source of the beast’s 
Power (dunamis), Authority (exousia), and throne.

Dunamis = inherent power; the power of reproducing itself: from which we have Eng. dynamics, dynamo, etc.

Exousia = authority, or, delegated power…  

[Definitions from The Companion Bible, Appendix 172]

Some say Satan has no power. If that be the case how can he give what he does not have. 

Satan is on the loose with power and authority usurped from the first man. He is a conquered foe. Jesus defeated Satan and gave the authority over him to His Body we can and must exercise from the right hand of the Father, until Adam’s lease is spent, and Satan is bound.

Dan. 8:23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 
Dan. 8:24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power;

C. The Revived Roman EmpireRev. 13:3 And I saw one of his heads as though it had been smitten unto death; and his death-stroke was healed: and the whole earth wondered after the beast; 
Rev. 13:4 and they worshipped the dragon, because he gave his authority unto the beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? and who is able to war with him?




Brim note:  I tend to agree with Hilton Sutton that what was “wounded to death” was the system, not one man.
The resurrection then would be of the revived Roman Empire.  

Look forward to Chapter 17:

Rev. 17:8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and is about to come up out of the abyss, 6and to go into perdition. And they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, they whose name hath not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast, how that he was, and is not, and shall come.


***

Rev. 13:5 and there was given to him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and there was given to him authority to continue forty and two months. [The last half of Daniel’s 70th week. See Daniel 9:27.]
Rev. 13:6 And he opened his mouth for blasphemies against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, even them that dwell in the heaven.

D. Antichrist – An Orator

Daniel’s Question
Dan. 7:20 and concerning the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, and before which three fell, even that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake great things, whose look was more stout than its fellows. 
Dan. 7:21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 
Dan. 7:22 until the ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

The Heavenly Interpreter: 
Dan. 7:23 ¶ Thus he [said, The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all the kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 
Dan. 7:24 And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom shall ten kings arise: and another shall arise after them; and he shall be diverse from the former, and he shall put down three kings. 
Dan. 7:25 And he shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High; and he shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and half a time. [three and a half years]
Dan. 7:26 But the judgment shall be set, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 
Dan. 7:27 And the kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High: his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.


Example:  Adolph Hitler

Memorized the people with his oratory



Rev. 13:7 7And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, [the Jews Dan. 7:25]and to overcome them: and there was given to him authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation. 
Rev. 13:8 And all that dwell on the earth shall worship him, every one whose name hath not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that hath been slain. 
Rev. 13:9 If any man hath an ear, let him hear. 
Rev. 13:10 If any man is for captivity, into captivity he goeth: if any man shall kill with the sword, with the sword must he be killed. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.


Dan. 7:25 And he shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High; and he shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and half a time.


The False Prophet

Rev. 13:11 ¶ And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like unto a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 
Rev. 13:12 And he exerciseth all the authority of the first beast in his sight. And he maketh the earth and them that dwell therein to 
worship the first beast, whose death-stroke was healed. 
Rev. 13:13 And he doeth great signs, that he should even make fire to come down out of heaven upon the earth in the sight of men. 
Rev. 13:14 And he deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by reason of the signs which it was given him to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast who hath the stroke of the sword and lived. 
Rev. 13:15 And it was given unto him to give breath to it, even to the image of the breast, 11that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as should not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

	  All on the earth not inclusive
		Prophetic earth
		Cannot include 144,000, angels, saints of God, two witnesses, etc.

	  Looks like a lamb, speaks like a dragon.

	Hilton Sutton:
	Revelation Revealed – Page 167

	“The false prophet has an image created of the Beast and threatens with death all who do not worship it. Keep in mind that the Beast System is not worldwide but operating from its European base. Worship of the image introduces idolatry….”
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