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Prophecy in Scripture  


Prophecy in Scripture

Its Place and Importance

I.
Prophecy 


A.
Defined in Jewish Oral Law



Talmud, Mishnah



1.
The link between the Creator and His creatures, by means of




prophecy, is one of the foundations of the creation of the world.



(Chazon Ish, Emunah &’Bitachon, ch. 6).


2.
Twice as many prophets arose among the Jews as there 




were Israelites who left Egypt. Only such prophecy that was

needed for later generations was written down.  (Megillah 14a).



3. 
Of these millions of Jews…the prophecies of only 48 men and 7 women

have been recorded in Scriptures. Of these 55, in many cases very few of their prophecies are recorded, as little as a sentence or two in some cases.




(Artscroll Tanach Series, Tres Asar, p.xviii,xix.)




[Statement applies to the Tanach]



4.
God-breathed words became the Holy Scriptures.




(2 Timothy 3:16)



a.
“Chaggai, Zechariah and Malachi, the last prophets…knew





there would be no further prophecies until Elijah would appear to

herald the messianic age; hence, together with the other Men of the Great Assembly, they closed the canon of the Sacred Scriptures, selecting which books of the prophets would become part of the eternal Written Torah.”

(Artscroll Tanach Series, Tres Asar, p.xxxi)



5.
Peter Reveals How Prophetic Scripture Came




and calls New Testament believers to take heed to the O.T. prophets.




2 Peter 1:19-21

19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise.

20  *In your hearts knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost
*I have taken the liberty to move the last phrase in v.19 to v.20. There is no punctuation in the original Scriptures. An elderly gentleman who did a Finnish translation of the Bible explained to me that it should be so as He has already arisen in our hearts—and it is only to the world that His arising as the Day Star is in the future.


B.
Israel – Nation with the Prophetic Anointing



1.
Romans 3:1,2




1.  What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there




of circumcision?




2.  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the




oracles of God.



2.
Psalm 105 14,15

14.  He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;

15 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.




a.
Sarah; Genesis 12;17; 20:18





Rebekah, Genesis 26:11



It was only the matriarchs and the patriarchs, yet the nation—who would speak



and record the Word of God to the world—was in their wombs. 



3.
Jesus answered when asked what would be the sign of His parousia and




of the end of the age, “Behold the fig tree….”




(Matthew 24:1-3; Luke 21:29.)



Any serious study of Eschatology must include a study of Israel (the Fig Tree.)

C. 
God has chosen that His Holy written Word be more than one-half prophecy; some say, two-thirds.

1.
Most have been fulfilled.
D.
God’s Litmus Test for being God:  Telling the end from the beginning.



Isaiah 41:8,9,11,12, 22,23,26
E.
By God’s Design:  The Jews (Israel) and His fulfilled prophecies


concerning that prophetic nation are the witnesses that He is God.



Isaiah 43:1,5,6,8,9,10-12



Isaiah 44:6,7,8

F.
Necessary spiritual weapon to the Army of the Lord


1)
Jehovah of Hosts




a)
“Lord of all things at whose call all created forces





must marshal themselves as if for war.”





Baron, Zechariah, p.11



b)
First Mention:
1 Samuel 1:7





Artscrolls translates “Master of Legions”





and gives this note:





Hannah was the first human to address God with this





Divine name.





Note:





She was also the first human to speak “His Anointed 





One”  The Messiah. 1 Samuel 2:10





Artscrolls translates 1 Samuel 2:10





“HASHEM, may those who contend with him 





be shattered,





let the heavens thunder against them.





May HASHEM judge to the ends of the earth;





may He give power to His King





and raise the pride of His anointed one.





According to Targum Yonasan, she (Hannah)





prayed for…the future Messiah…Thus, Hannah





prayed and sang not only as the mother of Samuel, but





as the mother of the Jewish people for all ages.



2)
Attribute of the Army of the LORD




1 Chronicles 12:22




For at that time day by day there came to David to help him,




until it was a great host, like the host of God.




1 Chronicles 12:32




And of the children of Issachar that had understanding of the




times, to know what Israel ought to do…



3)
Stability in the Last Days of this Age




Isaiah 33:6

\


And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times




and strength of salvation….
1
3

