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How To Rightly Divide the Word
Chapter 4, The Jews (The Separated Nation)


Chapter Four

The Jews
(The Separated Nation)

But I have said unto you, 
Ye shall inherit their land, 
and I will give it unto you to possess it, 
a land flowing with milk and honey: 
I am Jehovah your God, 
who hath separated you from the peoples... 
And ye shall be holy unto me: 
for I, Jehovah, am holy, 
and have set you apart from the peoples, 
that ye should be mine.
—Leviticus 20:24, 26 (ASV)

God was not surprised at the fall of the nations. I used to say, “God knows the future better than we know the past.” But it’s more than that. He dwells in Eternity. (See Isaiah 57:17.) Of course, He had prepared for the fall of the goyim.
	God already had a plan to reveal Himself to the nations. He had designed a nation that He would separate to Himself for His purposes. God’s call upon that separated nation would be to reveal Him to the fallen nations.
	That separated nation would spring from a man of faith. In the very next chapter after the fall of the nations, God introduces that man and that holy nation.

Gen. 12:1-3
 ¶ Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.


As a reward for working with God, He promised Abraham and his descendants a land; i.e. The Promised Land.

God’s Promises of the Land
To Abraham

Gen. 13:14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 
Gen. 13:15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

[Brim note:  Notice that the promise is forever.]

Gen. 13:17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.


	Then one notable starry night, God made two outstanding promises to Abraham. 
	The first promise to childless Abraham, was for a child from his own body to be his heir. And that his seed would be as numerous as the stars he could see in the night sky over Hebron.

Gen. 15:5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 
Gen. 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.


	Abraham exhibited such faith for this promise that the New Testament gives it as the foundational example of faith.


Rom. 4:19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: 
Rom. 4:20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 
Rom. 4:21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
Rom. 4:22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

	However, on the very same night, God promised something to Abraham that he asked for a sign to believe it. God proclaimed that He brought Abraham out of his homeland to give him an inheritance of a very large land.

Gen. 15:7 ¶ And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 
Gen. 15:8 And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?

I don’t know that Abraham staggered, but he did ask for a sign. A factor might have been, and I’m only guessing, that in Ur of the Chaldees, according to excavations, the people there had an advanced civilization and lived in brick houses. After Abraham left home to obey God, he lived in tents. And now God was promising him a huge land (and it follows the rule over it) when the land’s inhabitants are many and strong while he dwells in tents.
	The sign God gave him is called The Covenant Between the Pieces.

Gen. 15:9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 
Gen. 15:10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. 
Gen. 15:11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. 
Gen. 15:12 ¶ And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram...
Gen. 15:17 ¶ And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp [torch] that passed between those pieces. 
Gen. 15:18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 
Gen. 15:19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 
Gen. 15:20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 
Gen. 15:21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.

If you were believing God for something and you heard a voice saying, “Get me a big cow,” you would probably respond, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” This may be because you are reading the Bible with a western mind. The Bible is an eastern book. Abraham being a man of the east was thrilled and rushed to do God’s bidding. For he knew that the Creator of the Heavens, the Earth, the seas, and the skies and all that in them is, was about to cut a covenant with him.
	Let us notice here only a few of the very interesting things about this remarkable covenant. First, the covenant contains the two absolutely necessary elements of a blood covenant:  blood and words. The death of the animals in a covenant rite literally says, “If I do not keep this covenant, may it happen to me what has happened to these animals.” The speaker of the covenant words was God Himself.
	Something amazingly unique about this covenant is that only one party is responsible to keep it. Only God. It holds no hint of “If you do this Abraham, then I will do that.” No. The words of the covenant are God’s words of what He will do. 
	Israel has never possessed the totality of these lands which are referred to as “Greater Israel.” But they will. In the Millennium, Israel will possess these lands and govern the world from Jerusalem.
	Greater Israel includes the modern state of Israel, and lands from the Nile River to the Euphrates, which translates into parts or all of states known today as Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran, and some of Saudi Arabia.
	
God’s Promise of the Land
To Isaac

	Abraham had a son by Hagar, Ishmael; he also had six sons by Keturah (Genesis 25:1,2).  But he sent them all away from the Promised Land, for the inheritance was to pass to his seed through Isaac.

Gen. 25:5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. 
Gen. 25:6 But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country.

The Lord’s instruction to Isaac was that he not leave the Promised Land. And lest this fact skip past you: Gerar is present day Gaza. God’s Word here and in other places clearly shows that He considers Gaza as part of the Land promised to Israel. 


Gen. 26:1 ¶ And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. 
Gen. 26:2 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 
Gen. 26:3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 
Gen. 26:4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
Gen. 26:5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 
Gen. 26:6 ¶ And Isaac dwelt in Gerar:

	[Brim Note:  Gerar is Gaza. Gaza clearly belongs to the 	Jews.  See Joshua 15:20,27.]


God’s Promise of the Land
To Jacob

Gen. 28:10 ¶ And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 
Gen. 28:11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 
Gen. 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
Gen. 28:13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

God’s Purpose and Call 
For Israel

This chosen and separated nation is God’s portion, God’s inheritance as a nation from among the nations. Their call and purpose is to reveal God to the nations. 

Deut. 32:9 For the LORD’S portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

[Brim note:  When the Bible refers to Israel as Jacob, it is speaking of the flesh descendants of Abraham. Why not refer to them as Abraham? Abraham had 7 other sons. Why not Isaac? Isaac had another son, Esau. Jacob’s 12 sons became the fathers of the 12 tribes of Israel.]

And that call is in effect to this day never to be repented of.  Romans 9, 10, and 11 is a revelation of God’s plan for Israel. And in it He makes it clear that He will never change His mind about that call. 

Rom. 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
Rom. 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
Rom. 11:27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
Rom. 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 
Rom. 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

That 29th verse is often taught like this. If God called someone to be an evangelist, that call is never taken away, even if the person never preaches a sermon. And that is true. For this verse does indeed reveal the character of God. However, to rightly divide this passage, one must consider the statement in context and see that the first and basic meaning of this verse applies to His call upon Israel.

Plan A
For God’s Revealing of Himself 
To the Nations Through Israel


God’s Plan A for Israel to reveal Him to the nations began with the very positioning of The Promised Land. 

Deut. 32:8 When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.

He set Israel at a central location to govern the nations. You can see it on the ancient map below.  Jerusalem is in the center. The upper left leaf is Europe, the upper right leaf is Asia, the lower leaf is Africa. 


(Sue, Please insert map)


Israel was to live in the Promised Land manifesting the blessings proclaimed in Deuteronomy 28:1-14.

Deut. 28:1 ¶ And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 
Deut. 28:2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.

Israel is a veritable land bridge between Europe and Asia to the north and Egypt to the south. Ancient armies and caravans often took this easier-to-travel route. When Gentiles nations, goyim, who worshipped many gods passed through Israel, they were to see with their own eyes the blessings upon this people who worshipped the one true God Jehovah. They include health, wealth, abundance of crops and herds, and strength. The blessings in Deuteronomy 28 are all blessings which can be “seen.” They had to be seen for the nations to recognize them.

Deut. 28:10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee.

So God’s Plan A for the revelation of Himself to the nations through Israel called for the manifestation of the blessings of the one true God upon them in their Promised Land.

Plan B
For God’s Revealing of Himself 
To the Nations Through Israel

If Israel did not “hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all His commandments,” then curses would overtake them (Deuteronomy 28:15).
	The culmination of these curses, and indeed the most long-lived was the scattering (the diaspora) of the nation among all the Gentile nations.

Deut. 28:64 And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone.

This scattering at the beginning of “the times of the Gentiles” and the ingathering that would take place at the end of “the times of the Gentiles,” would be God’s method of revealing Himself to the nations.

Luke 21:24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Quoting David Baron: “...the Babylonian captivity with which commences ‘the times of the Gentiles,’ which only close with the end of this age, when the Kingdom shall once again be restored to Israel.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  David Baron, Israel in the Plan of God, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, p 111.] 
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