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Chapter Three

The Nations

These are the families of the sons of Noah, 
after their generations, 
in their nations: 
and by these were the nations divided 
in the earth after the flood.
—Genesis 10:32

First Corinthians 10:32 reads “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.” 
	English translations either translate the second group mentioned as “the Gentiles” or “the Greeks.”  At the time the New Testament was written, the entire Gentile world had been Hellenized. “Hellenized” means “Greekalized.” After Alexandar the Great conquered the prophetic world, the Greek language and culture swept over it.
	The word Gentiles is used throughout the Old Testament to translate the Hebrew word goyim. Goyim means nations. 
	So I say, when speaking of the three groups: The Jews, the Nations, and The Church. This is more in keeping with God’s meaning in the biblical introduction of this group of peoples.

The Nations:  First Mention

The first group introduced in Scripture is the nations. So we will look at them first. They are introduced in Genesis 10 where they are described as coming into being from the offspring of the three sons of Noah. Read that chapter and notice how often the word nations, or as it literally reads in the Hebrew goyim, is used.
	By the law of first mention in interpreting Scripture, the original thought and meaning is always to be kept in mind. Therefore the biblical account of the roots of the nations, the goyim, is of utmost and continuing importance. 
	Before the flood, God saw “the wickedness of man was great” (Genesis 6:5).
Love brought the flood. For only one man and his family retained knowledge of God. If Love had delayed judgment, the knowledge of God could have disappeared from the earth.
	Eight people were saved: Noah and his wife, their three sons and their wives. After the flood, the Bible introduces the nations (goyim) in the progeny of Noah’s three sons:  Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
	In the 10th chapter of Genesis where we first see the word goyim (nations),
seventy foundational nations are introduced. (To arrive at 70, do not count Noah’s three sons, nor the Philistines of verse 14.)

The Nations Rebel
God had given command as to what was to be done after the waters receded:

Genesis 9:1
And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.

To replenish the earth, they would have had to move throughout the earth, but 340 years after the flood they were still together in one place. They were concentrated in Shinar. Shinar is synonymous with Babylon. This area became known in the 20th Century as Iraq.

Genesis 11:1-4
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 
2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 
3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

This was open rebellion against the commandment of God. He wanted them to scatter. They refused. So in judging them He confounded their language and scattered them.

Genesis 11:8,9
8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 
9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

Instigators of the Rebellion

Satan in Hebrew literally means adversary. He is the ancient adversary of God, and the author of confusion. Satan, certainly was behind the rebellion of the nations. The human instrument he used was Nimrod.

Genesis 10:8-10
 8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. 
9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. 
10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

The Chumash in Hebrew means the first five books of the Bible. It is often published as one volume. The Stone Edition of the Chumash has a very informative comment.

Before Nimrod there were neither wars nor reigning monarchs. He subjugated the Babylonians until they crowned him (v.10), after which he went to Assyria and built great cities (Radak; Ramban). The Torah calls him a mighty hunter, which Rashi and most commentators interpret figuratively: Nimrod ensnared men with his words and incited them to rebel against God (R. Hirsch). His first conquest, which laid the basis for his subsequent empire building was Babel, which became the center of Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian Empire. It was one of the greatest cities of the ancient world.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  The Chumash, The Stone Edition, ArtScroll Series, Mesorah Publications, Ltd, Brooklyn, NY, page 47.
] 


With this rebellion began the Babylonian System—and all things Babylon.
Kenneth Copeland, in teaching about the Babylonian System called it, “Man’s attempt to meet his own needs without God.”



o To iy e e ot .
et soms

-
R,
e
O
R

e T ——
[e————

[ e————
e theGet ot g o heGree g b

T T ——
et v ey, Gy s s

Sy whenpsinfthe e o Te e h o nd T
A —
[or—

e g e St he oS e il ok e .
e e i e 10 e e e s camig o i
T ————



