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Chapter One 

Rightly Dividing the Word


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.

								—2 Timothy 2:15

I had been a born-again Christian more than 30 years before I had any idea that the Word of God had to be “rightly divided,” to be correctly understood.
	I had read my daily Bible readings from childhood without realizing God had instructed us to “rightly divide the Word of Truth.”
	I shall never forget the evening the light of this Scripture illumined my spirit and soul. The revelation came to me, in of all places, my own kitchen.

My Kitchen Revelation

In the late 1970s I was a busy woman.  I was a wife and mother of four, and I had a wonderful, though demanding, job as the Editor of Publications at Kenneth Hagin Ministries in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
	We lived about 30 miles north of Broken Arrow, where the ministry offices were actually located. So my daily routine included a morning and evening commute. In the evenings, just as soon as I changed clothes, I gathered up the family’s dirty clothes and set the washer to humming in the laundry room right next to the kitchen, and only a few steps from the kitchen sink.
	Then, almost every weekday, I would take up my position at the kitchen sink to begin preparing our evening meal. We never thought of going out to eat. In fact, there were very few places one could do that in the small town of Collinsville where we lived. Preparing supper meant a daily peeling of potatoes as the family’s favorite side dish. 
	This evening, like almost every evening, before I began to peel potatoes, I placed a cassette recorder on the shelf above the sink. And, like almost every evening, I popped a cassette of Brother Hagin’s teaching to the Rhema Bible Training Center students that day. My aim in this multi tasking was to see if I could get an article for The Word of Faith magazine.  This also satisfied my strong desire to hear everything he taught at RBTC.
	I punched play, picked up a potato, and began to pare away.
	Brother Hagin opened the class saying, “Today I am going to teach you on the subject of Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage.” 
	My ears perked up. In the almost 10 years I’d worked for the ministry, I had never heard him broach that subject. Granted, it was a second year class of more advanced students, but it was not something I’d heard him mention. His next statement brought my potato peeling to a standstill.
	“Do you know why what Paul wrote in First Corinthians does not seem to agree with what Jesus said on the subject in the Four Gospels?”
	I was shocked. A disturbing thought crossed my mind. Do you mean Paul and Jesus didn’t agree! I laid down my knife.  
	Brother Hagin knew the Rhema students didn’t have any idea as to why, (and neither did I). So he answered his rhetorical question, “It was because they were speaking to two different groups of people. Jesus was talking to Jews living under their covenant, and Paul was writing to the church living under a covenant whose only law was the law of love. Paul was interpreting various situations in the light of love.”
	Then he read Second Timothy 2:15 to the students, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
	He went on to say that the Bible is the Word of Truth. And that it is to be rightly divided. He pointed out that if it can be rightly divided, it can also be wrongly divided. He stated that all error is the result of a wrong division of the Word of God.
	He pointed out to the students that God commanded us to “Study.” And he cautioned the students, most of whom at that time were preparing to enter the ministry, to pay attention to what this verse says would be the result of not studying. 

Rules for Rightly Dividing

In a supernatural way, the Lord downloaded Brother Hagin’s words into my very being. For it was more than 20 years later that Rhema published the book, Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage. And throughout those 20 years I was blessed to learn and to teach the Bible from the perspective of correctly dividing the Scriptures as I began to learn that memorable day.
	As I listened to the cassette, almost spellbound, for lack of a better word, the rules Brother Hagin gave for rightly dividing the Word were etched by the Holy Spirit upon the tables of my heart. 
	He said that Scriptures should be studied in context. He pointed out that it was possible to take a Scripture out of its setting and make it say almost anything someone wanted it to say. A Scripture, he said, must not be taken out of context and assigned some isolated meaning. But it must be considered in harmony with every other Scripture on the subject.
	He gave these helpful rules of Bible interpretation which I remembered verbatim long before I read it as follows on page 18 of his book:

	When I first got saved and started in the ministry, I heard someone give this simple rule of Bible interpretation, and it registered on me. In studying the Bible, always ask yourself: “Who’s doing the speaking? “What are they speaking about?” “And to whom are they speaking?”
	It’s very easy to take some of the things that God said and say, “Well now, God is saying this.” But you have to look at whom God was talking to [sic]. Sometimes He was speaking to the Jews; and what He said didn’t even apply to anyone else.

	Key to Rightly Divide:  Who is doing the speaking? 
	Everything recorded in the Bible was truly said. But not everything said is truth. You have to know who said it. For instance, Job’s so-called comforters. I remember three sermons where the speakers’ texts were taken from something one of these men said. One sermon, I literally squirmed through. I wanted to shout, but I didn’t, “The guy got into trouble with God for saying that. Don’t preach it to me that I have to live by it.” The other two were not so bad, but they could have preached the same sermon using better references. (See Job 42:7-10.)
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