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How To


Chapter 18


Our Ministry in the Heavenlies


Christians have the authority to keep their areas free from shooting sprees at local schools, churches, malls or public events. Christians have the authority to keep their areas free from epidemics of suicide. Christians have the authority to keep Satan from having high carnival in their homes and families.
	Wherever demon forces are the culprits, we have the authority to keep them at bay. 
	The authority comes with the new birth. 
	But believers must know about it. And they must know how to operate in it.  It is operated from a seat of authority at the right hand of the Father on high. A seat every believer can rule from, because they are seated there in Christ. 

The Book of Ephesians

The principles of the authority of the believer are set forth in this New Covenant Letter to the body of Christ. 
	All the Bible is for the church, but not all the Bible is about the church. The part of the Bible that is particularly about the church is in the New Testament Epistles.  The Epistles tell you who you are, what you are, and what you have, because you are “In Him.”
	Ephesians, even among all the Epistles, is particularly pertinent to us today. 
You should read the first two chapters right now. 
	Kenneth Hagin encouraged believers to pray the prayers in those chapters for themselves every day. They are Spirit given and anointed prayers that we may pray for ourselves or other believers. I have personalized those prayers and prayed them almost every day for many years. The “spirit of revelation” that has come to me, has come as a result.

The First Prayer

Eph. 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you [unto me] the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
Eph. 1:18 The eyes of your [my] understanding being enlightened; that ye [I] may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
Eph. 1:19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 
Eph. 1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
Eph. 1:21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
Eph. 1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
Eph. 1:23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
Eph. 2:1 ¶ And you[I, or we] hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; ...
Eph. 2:4 ¶ But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
Eph. 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
Eph. 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

This prayer is that we may have revelation in Him of three particular things. They all have to do with glory, and the glorious church, but we won’t go into that here.
	1.  The hope of His calling. 
	2.  The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.
	3.  The exceeding greatness of His power (dunamis) toward usward who believe. 
	It is only number 3 that we will go into here.

Quoting From MacMillan’s Book
The Authority of the Believer

	MacMillan’s book is so outstanding that for the rest of this chapter, I am quoting from it. I am not using the smaller type, because I want you to read it. Those who purchased the publishing company say at this time that they are not going to reprint. We have a few thousand older copies and we are looking into seeing what we can do about reprints. But the following, to the end of this chapter, is quoted verbatim, just in case:

The Authority of the Believer, John A. MacMillan, Portions of Pages 5-23
When the Lord Jesus, the Captain of our salvation, was raised from the dead, the act of resurrection was accomplished through “the exceeding greatness of His [God’s] power [dunamis], to usward who believe, according to the working [energeian] of the strength [kratous] of His might [ischuous].” 
	In this working there was such a putting forth of the divine omnipotence that the Holy Spirit, through the apostle, requires four [Greek] words to bring out the thought...their combination signifies that behind the fact of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus there lay the mightiest working recorded in the Word of God.
	Having been thus raised from among the dead, Christ Jesus was exalted by God to His own right hand in the heavenlies...
	The resurrection had been opposed by the tremendous “powers of the air”: “all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world [aion, age] but also in that which is to come” (Ephesians 1:21).
	The evil forces of the “age to come” had been arrayed against the purpose of God. They had, however, been baffled and overthrown, and the risen Lord had been enthroned “far above” them, ruling with the authority of the Most High. 

To Usward Who Believe
All the demonstration of the glory of God, shown in the manifestation of His omnipotence, pointed manward. The cross of Christ, with what it revealed...shows us a representative Man overcoming for mankind and preparing, through His own incumbence, a throne and a heavenly ministry for those who should overcome through Him...
	Christ and His people were raised together... The reviving of Christ expresses also the reviving of His people. That is to say the very act of God which raised the Lord from among the dead, raised also His body. Head and body are naturally raised together: Christ, the Head; His body the Church [ekklesia, the assembly of believers in Him].  
	...Ephesians lifts the believer with the ascended Christ to the heavenlies where he is made a partaker of Christ’s throne....

The Location of Authority
 [Through] the elevation of the Lord’s people with their Head, they are made to sit with Christ “in the heavenlies.” Christ’s seat is at the right hand of God. His people, therefore occupy “with Him” the same august position. This honor is not to a chosen few, but is the portion of all those who share the resurrection of the Son of God. It is the birthright of every true believer, of every born again child of God...
	The right hand of the throne of God is the center of power of the whole universe, and the exercising of the power of the throne was committed unto the ascended Lord...
	The elevation of His people with Him to the heavenlies has no other meaning than that they are made sharers...of the authority which is His. They are made to sit with Him; that is, they share his throne. To share a throne means without question to partake of the authority which it represents. 
	Indeed, they have been thus elevated in the plan of God, for this very purpose, that they may even now exercise, to the extent of their spiritual apprehension, authority over the powers of the air and over the conditions which those powers have brought about on the earth and are still creating through their ceaseless manipulations of the minds and circumstances of mankind.

Rebel Holders of Authority
It is necessary to state here what is commonly understood by those who carefully study the Word, that the kingdoms of this world are under the control and leadership of satanic principalities. The great head of these is, in the Gospel of John, three times acknowledged as “prince of this world” by our Lord Himself. His asserted claim to the suzerainty of the world kingdoms, made in the presence of the Lord Jesus (Luke 4:6), was not denied by Christ.
	Although a rebel against the Most High and now under judgment of dispossession (John 12:31), he is still at large, and as the masses of mankind are also rebels, he maintains over them an unquestioned, because unsuspected, rule, their eyes being blinded to his dominance (2 Corinthians 4:4)...

The Divine Purpose of the Ages
The “God of the whole earth” does not purpose to tolerate forever this rebellion against His righteousness. (See Isaiah 45:23.)
	God...having redeemed a people and purified them, has introduced them potentially into the heavenlies...
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This purpose, present and future, is very definitely stated in Ephesians 3:9-11 as the divine will that “now” (nun, the present time) unto the principalities and powers in the heavenly places might be made known through the church the manifold wisdom of God” (3:10).  The church is to be God’s instrument in declaring to these rebellious and now usurping powers, the divine purpose...
	This is further declared to be “according to the eternal purpose of the ages which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (3:11). 
	...God through all the past ages, has had in view this wonderful plan of preparing in Christ Jesus a people, chosen, and called and faithful, whom He might place in these heavenly seats to rule through the ages to come.

Far Above
Christ sits far above all...
	...He fills “all in all,” but has chosen to do so through His Body...
	“Hath put all things under His feet” (1:22).
	The feet are members of the Body. How wonderful to think that the least and lowest members of the Body of the Lord, those who in a sense are the very soles of the feet, are far above all the mighty forces we have been considering, yet so it is. What need for the Church to awake to an appreciation of her mighty place of privilege. Exalted to rule over the spiritual powers of the air, how often she fails in her ministry of authority or grovels before them in fear.

Head over All
	“Head over all things to the church which is His Body” (1:22).
We have little grasped the force of this marvelous truth...Let us reverse the words to bring out more clearly their deep significance: “Head to the church over all things.” His being Head over all things is for the Church’s sake, that the Church, His Body, may be head over all things through Him. We need to sit reverently and long before these mighty truths, that their tremendous meaning may grasp our hearts. In this attitude, the Spirit of Truth can lift us into their comprehension, which the human mind alone will always fail to comprehend.

The Failure of the Church
	...Why, then is there not more manifest progress? Because a head is wholly dependent upon its body for the carrying out of its plan...The Lord Jesus...is hindered in His mighty plans and working, because His Body has failed to appreciate the deep meaning of His exaltation and to respond to the gracious impulses which He is constantly sending for its quickening...
	...God help us to realize this and to fulfill our ministry through the Word both to others and to the Lord. 
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