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How To – Chapter 15 – Kinds of Prayer



How To Pray...

Chapter 15


Kinds of Prayer


[bookmark: _GoBack]An eye-opening, and guiding light on prayer, came to me from Kenneth E. Hagin’s teaching on Ephesians 6:18.

Eph. 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

	Kenneth Hagin pointed out that “all prayer” in this Scripture refers to the fact that there are different kinds of prayer. 
	Other translations confirm that fact.
	The Amplified Bible translates, “all [manner of] prayer and entreaty...”
	Moffatt’s translates, “all manner of prayer...”
	God’s Word Translation reads, “Use every kind of prayer and request there is....”
	There are different kinds of prayers. And the different kinds of prayers are governed by different rules. 
	Knowing this fact is fundamental to praying effectively.
	Kenneth E. Hagin used the analogy of Sports. There are different kinds of sports. And each one has its own rules of play. Playing one sport with another sport’s rules would bring confusion. Imagine trying to play basketball with football rules. Imagine trying to play soccer with a tennis racket, and tennis rules. All these ball games come under the heading of sports; but in sports there are different games with different rules.
	Someone might ask, “Well isn’t prayer, prayer?”
	Yes. It is all prayer. But there are different kinds of prayer, and different rules cover them.
	Someone once said to me, when I was editor of publications at Kenneth Hagin Ministries, “Brother Hagin is inconsistent in his teachings on prayer. He says that we can pray once, and believe we receive. And after that we can just thank God for the answer. But then in his book, The Believer’s Authority, he says we can pray the two prayers in the Book of Ephesians every day.”
	This man was confused. He did not understand the teachings covered two different kinds of prayer. 
	In this chapter, I am listing some, not all, of the different kinds of prayer. These are basic. From the next chapter, I will major on prayer essentials for one who wants to work with God on end of days matters.
	For further understanding of the basics of prayer, I recommend Kenneth E. Hagin’s, Bible Prayer Study Course.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Kenneth E. Hagin, Bible Prayer Study Course, Rhema Bible Church, P.O.Box 50126, Tulsa, OK, 74510.
] 


The Prayer of Faith

Mark 11:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

The prayer of faith is primarily about you and your desires. It applies to your situation and circumstances. This prayer is primarily effective in one’s own sphere of authority. In other words, I can pray this prayer for myself, my spouse, my children in my house, and expect by faith to receive what God promises in His Word. I cannot pray this prayer for my next-door neighbor, and push off my will on him and his children. 
	And, of course, since “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, ” the prayer of faith is based on the Word of God.
	When you pray, at that very moment, you can believe you receive, before you see any evidence in the natural, and you shall have what you believe.
	The prayer of faith is governed by what John G. Lake called, “The inevitable law of faith.” And that is, “According to your faith, be it unto you...” (Matthew 9:29).
	Faith is governed by another law—the law of love. “Faith works by love...” (Galatians 5:6).
	

The Prayer of Consecration
vs
The Prayer of Faith

Because, this is such an important point, I have quoted extensively here from Kenneth E. Hagin’s Bible Prayer Study Course. 

	...some people think you ought to end every prayer with the phrase, “If it be Thy will.” When you question them...they’ll say that Jesus prayed that way. But He didn’t pray this way every time He prayed. He just prayed that way on one occasion and for one kind of prayer (Luke 22:42).
	For example, when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Jesus didn’t...say, “Lord, if it be Thy will, raise up Lazarus.” No, Jesus said, “...Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always...” (John 11:41, 42).
	...The prayer Jesus prayed [at Lazarus’ tomb] was a prayer to change something. Anytime you are praying a prayer to get something, or to change something, never put an “if” in it. “If” is the badge of doubt. Should you pray that way, you’re using the wrong rule, and your prayer won’t work. It’s that simple.
	What kind of prayer did Jesus pray, using the phrase, “If it be Thy will”? It was the prayer of consecration and dedication.
	There are other kinds of praying that will require the use of the word “if” when we don’t know exactly what the will of God is in that situation...We use the phrase, “If it be Thy will” in our prayers because we want to be available to what Jesus wants us to do...to go anywhere, and do anything God has called us to do...Therefore in the prayer of dedication and consecration, we are to pray, “Lord, if it be Thy will,” or “Lord, Thy will be done.”
	However, when it comes to changing things and receiving something from God according to His Word, we do not pray, “If it be thy will.” We already know God’s will because we have God’s Word for it. It is God’s will that our needs be met. God wants to give us what we need. And we receive our needs met by faith.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. P. 45.
] 


The Word of God is the Will of God

Where the will of God is known, believed, and received, we can expect results.

1John 5:14 ¶ And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 
1John 5:15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
 
John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

The fruit John 15:8 refers to is “prayer fruit.” The Father is glorified in our bearing the fruit of answered prayer. 

The Prayer of Commitment

A revelation I had to have in the area of prayer was regarding worry. For on one side of my family, they were champion worriers. 
	Where there is worry, there is no faith. 
	And, as Lake said, “The inevitable law of faith is, ‘According to your faith be it unto you’”(Matthew 9:29). 
	It’s inevitable. You can’t get around it. I can pray until I turn purple, and nothing will “be unto me,” if I continue to worry and fret. 
	It was like water in the desert to the thirsty, when I heard Brother Hagin teach on how to pray The Prayer of Commitment.

KJV
1Pet. 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

Amplified
1Pet. 5:7 Casting the whole of your care [all your anxieties, all your worries, all your concerns, once and for all] on Him, for He cares for you affectionately and cares about you watchfully.

Brother Hagin shared about this in his book, Prevailing Prayer to Peace:[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. Prevailing Prayer to Peace, P. 47, 59-60.] 


	As long as you...fret and have anxiety concerning the thing you are praying about, you are nullifying the effects of your praying. You haven’t cast it on the Lord; you still have it. If He has it, you don’t have it.  
	As long as you are still worrying about your problem, lying awake at night, tossing from one side of the bed to the other, trying to figure it out, He doesn’t have it. 
	As long as your stomach turns every time you think about it, as long as you can’t eat for worrying about it, He doesn’t have it. You do.
	And, really all of your praying about it will not work, because you have not done as He has commanded...
	I pastored for about 12 years, and occasionally problems arose and I would be tempted to worry about them. When I would find myself becoming anxious about something, I would start talking to myself.
	“Now Kenneth,” I would say, “you know better than this. You are beginning to fret. Don’t do it. It’s not right.”
	Many times during the night I would awaken and the devil would bring to my mind a picture...I would be tempted to worry, but instead of worrying, I’d start laughing right out loud, and say, “I don’t have that problem. I’m carefree. I don’t have it, devil. You can show me a picture of it, if you want, but I don’t have it. The Lord has it.”
	It is amazing what God can do with your problems when He has them. 

	It changed my life when I heard Brother Hagin explain a sort of “chess game” we can engage in with God. Its rules are in three verses. 

KJV
Phil. 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 
Phil. 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
Phil. 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

Amplified
Phil. 4:6 Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and in everything, by prayer and petition (definite requests), with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God.

First, it relieved my heart immensely when Kenneth Hagin pointed out that God would not ask us to do something we can’t do. It would be unfair. If God told us to “Be careful for nothing....” Then we can do it!
	I have written the Amplified translation of verse 6, in the margin of my King James Bible. It is so wonderful, “Do not fret, or have any anxiety about anything...” That covers it all, everything. And I can do it!
	Kenneth Hagin taught something about these verses that I have made use of from the first day I heard it until today. He taught us that doing Philippians 4:6-8 is like engaging in chess, or checkers, with God. Some verses are our move. One verse is God’s move.
	He said, “God will never move out of turn. But He will never fail to move, when it is His turn.”
	Let me illustrate. And I have combined the King James Version and the Amplified.
Verse 6 is our move: “Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything. But in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”

Verse 7 is God’s move: “And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Verse 8 is our move again: Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true...honest...just...pure...lovely...of good report; if there be any virtue, and if any praise, think on these things.

	
	The first move is our move.  We must do verse 6. God cannot make His move and give us verse 7, unless and until, we have done verse 6. 
	Next it is God’s move. God will not fail to move when it is His move. God will give us what verse 7 promises. 
	Then it is our move again. To keep what God gave us in His move, verse 7, we have to do verse 8. We have to do something with our minds. 
	
Other Kinds of Prayer


The Prayer of Agreement — Matthew 18:19.

The Prayer of Praise and Worship — Acts 13:2; Acts 13; 26, The Psalms, etc.

United Prayer — Acts 4:24.

	These kinds of prayer are basic. We will move on now to prayer of utmost importance for working with God in the end of days, and indeed for life itself in the end of days.

[

-
aaprts

[rv—

o and b g on e e et . '
cchngontpbsns 1.

0 8Py e o sl s vt
e et o S
e oo s bt his g lrs 0 e
T Aiid et e o o s ety
Gt Word Trnso st ey indof e ot here

Tierre et oy, At e s o s re
ety e s

Koo s it s el iy

e . g et o gy of Spors T et
i —
gt ks s b cnfsin.magoe g o sl i ol
S
ol e e e e ot i ot e vt s

Someoe ik el e o™



