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Praying the Mysteries of God



“The English word ‘mystery’ is a transliteration of the Greek word musterion, which means a sacred secret.”[endnoteRef:1]  How intriguing that the New Testament identifies certain subjects as mysteries of God—and the plans of God so specified as mysteries are front and center in the happenings of the end of days. [1:  The Companion Bible, Notes and Appendixes by E. W. Bullinger, Kregal Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 49501, Appendix 193.
] 


KJV
1Cor. 14:2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.


This one verse is so full of revelation. It tells born again believers that:

 	a.) There are mysteries. 
	b.) We can speak about them. 
	c.) Our speaking is directly to God. 
	d.) There is a supernatural language in which to speak.


God needs the body of Christ to speak about these mysteries. How exhilarating to know that we are given a secret language in which to do so. More elsewhere on praying in “tongues.” Now we will just touch upon some of the topics the New Testament identifies as mysteries. 

The Mystery of the Church (Ecclesia, Assembly)
The Body of Christ

The great “hidden mystery” is that of the ecclesia (Greek for “called out assembly”), but usually translated “church.” 

Rom. 16:25 ¶ Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
Rom. 16:26 But now is made manifest….


Eph. 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
Eph. 3:4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
Eph. 3:5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed… 
Eph. 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel… 
Eph. 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
Eph. 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
Eph. 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 

	This mystery was concealed until the time for it to be revealed. It was not revealed to the Old Testament Prophets. It was not revealed in the Four Gospels. It was revealed, in the timing of God, to the Apostle Paul. 
	Paul said of the gospel he preached, “I neither received of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11,12). 
	I remember how engrossed I was when I first heard Kenneth E. Hagin’s teaching entitled “Paul’s Revelation.” My heart somehow saw into the Lord’s early dealings with the Apostle who wrote so much of the New Testament. Kenneth Hagin pointed out that Paul was virtually isolated—away from James and the Twelve—for 17 plus years while his revelation came (Gal. 1:11-24).
	Brother Hagin said, “If you had read only the Four Gospels, you wouldn’t even know why Jesus came. You think you would, because you have read all the New Testament, but you would not. You wouldn’t know that He defeated Satan and gave authority over him to you. You wouldn’t know about the new creation man.…”

1Cor. 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
1Cor. 2:8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

Col. 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 
Col. 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Eph. 5:25 … Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it [her]; 
Eph. 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it [her] with the washing of water by the word, 
Eph. 5:27 That he might present it [her] to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it [she] should be holy and without blemish… 
Eph. 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones… 
Eph. 5:32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.


	Paul’s revelation was that of a body prepared for the Master. The risen Lord is its Head. The ecclesia is His body. (See. John 17:20-26; Ro. 12:5; I Cor. 12:12-27.)
	Those who believe in the risen Savior, and confess Him as Lord, are born again. 
They become brand new creations—a brand new species—which never before existed. The inner man, the spirit, is born again. Within the spirit man, the real man, old things pass away—all things become new. (See 2 Cor. 5:17.)
	The door is open to the Gentiles (nations) as well as to the Jews—but in the body of Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile. The two are one in Him. 
	The new believer is born from above. The margin of my reference Bible says that the word translated again in John 3:3, 7 is actually from above. Like Jesus, our Head, the believer is from above and not of this world (John 8:23). Heavenly Jerusalem is our mother, our birthplace (Gal. 3:23). Our citizenship, now and forever, is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). The new creation believer operates as an ambassador from heaven to earth (2 Cor. 5:20). Like earthly ambassadors the believer operates by the laws of the home country (Romans 8:2). 
	I sometimes say, “I am an alien from another planet.” I carry a U.S. passport, but my citizenship is in heaven. 
	Authority is given to the body of Christ.  In His death, burial, resurrection and ascension, Jesus made an open show of His triumph over Satan and his followers (Col 4:15). 
	When God quickened the crucified Lord, He quickened His body. When He raised the Head, He raised the body. When He seated the Lord Jesus at His right hand—the center of authority in all of creation—He seated His body in Him (Col. 2:12, 13; Eph. 1:19-2:7). From there the body is to rule and reign in this life (See Romans 5:17, Amplified.)  The body is to carry out God’s will on the earth.
	Each believer is given the Name of Jesus, the blood of Jesus, the Word of God, and through these the kingdom of darkness must obey even the youngest in natural years, or the newest born again babe in Christ. (See Mark 16:17; Rev. 12:11.)
	The Greater One indwells each believer (I John 4:4). Each member of the Lord’s body is a Temple of the indwelling Holy Spirit (I Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16). 
	The Love of God is shed abroad in the spirit of every new creature (Romans 5:5). 
	The Glory of God is within each believer, and degree-by-degree it will eventually “glorify” that new creation until that one is in the image of the Master (Col 1:26, 27; 2 Cor. 3:18).
	This is a very limited summary of a vast treasure trove of the access, authority, blessing, gifts, grace, glory, righteousness, etc., afforded each member of the body of Christ. To go into it adequately here would require that we print in entirety all the Epistles to the church. 
	Suffice it to say, this is a great mystery. 

The Mystery of the Catching Away
and 
Glorification of 
 The Body of Christ

KJV
1Cor. 15:51 ¶ Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
1Cor. 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
1Cor. 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

(See also I Thessalonians 4:13-18.)


The Mystery of Iniquity


KJV
2Th. 2:3 ¶ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
2Th. 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God… 
2Th. 2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
2Th. 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
2Th. 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

ASV
2Th. 2:3 let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, 
2Th. 2:4 he that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is called God or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God. 
2Th. 2:6 And now ye know that which restraineth, to the end that he may be revealed in his own season. 
2Th. 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness doth already work: only there is one that restraineth now, until he be taken out of the way. 
2Th. 2:8 And then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of his coming; 


On April 24, 1967, as a young wife and mother in my late 20’s, I was baptized with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. With the Author of the Scriptures now in greater evidence in my life, I began to wake up to wonderful biblical truths. One was the fact that I was living in prophetic days. 
	Less than two months later, in June 1967, in the miraculous Six Day War, Jerusalem was reunited. The Jews got back biblical sites where their ancestors had worshiped and reigned thousands of years before. Scriptures prophesying their return to the Promised Land were being fulfilled before the eyes of the world. 
	About this time I began to hear guesses as to the identity of the antichrist. Each theory had a formula that backed up its conclusion. Often it had to do with the letters of the suspect’s name somehow associated with 666.
	The same people who took me to hear Kenneth E. Hagin, under whose ministry I received the baptism with the Holy Spirit, took me to hear Dr. Hilton Sutton. Dr. Sutton, who later became one of my mentors, was a dynamic teacher of prophecy until his passing at age 88 in 2012. But he was especially exciting to listen to in the prophetic summer of 1967.  
	In his seminars, I heard him say that the identity of the Antichrist could not be made known before the rapture of the body of Christ—and that all such guessing is futile. Dr. Sutton taught, expounding on this passage, that a restraining force is holding back the Antichrist and his revelation until it is taken out of the way. That hindering force is the Spirit indwelt body of Christ. 
	 Therefore, we are to hinder, to hold back, to restrain the Antichrist and spirits of antichrist, until we are caught up to meet the Lord in the air (I Thess. 4:13-18). 
	One way (not the only way) we can do that is praying in tongues as First Corinthians 14:2 reveals. For antichrist activity is one of the identifiable mysteries: the mystery of iniquity. 

The Mystery of Israel

David Baron calls Romans 9-11 a “wonderful section of the Epistles to the Romans.”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  David Baron, Israel in the Plan of God, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI 49501, 1983, p 44.
] 

These three chapters are literally a book within a Book speaking of God’s plan for Israel in a Letter to the Church. 
	The Lord identifies that plan as one of His mysteries. He emphasizes that He does not want the church to be “ignorant of this mystery” and that to do so is to be conceited (Romans 11:25).
	Baron was born a Jew in Russia in 1855 and trained in the best rabbinical schools. After his conversion to Christianity he became a prolific teacher and author. The following is a comment on these chapters and particularly on Romans 11:25-29 from his book, Israel in the Plan of God.[endnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid., pp 43, 44.] 


…the covenant relationship into which He entered with them is an indissoluble one, and His original purpose in the call and election of this nation shall yet be realized…in that wonderful section of his Epistle to the Romans…in spite of all that has happened, God’s purpose in the election of this nation stands; that the blindness or hardness which has befallen Israel is only a partial one—both to its extent and in its duration—that “all Israel shall be saved,” when “the Redeemer” is manifested to them… “for the gifts and the calling of God are without repentance” or change of mind on His part, i.e. IRREVOCABLE.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Finally…Concerning the Mysteries

You can find what the New Testament calls mysteries by checking for the words mystery or mysteries in a good concordance. A concordance on ones computer makes that an easy task.  You can pray about these with your understanding, of course. But know that when you have yielded your vessel, your tongue to praying in the spirit, you may be praying about any one of these identifiable mysteries, speaking to God the Father, the utterances He gives you to be spoken into the earth.  (See elsewhere in this book where I have written on Praying in Tongues.)
	When you pray in tongues, unknown to you, you may be praying about any one of the members in the body of Christ, or a congregation, or the entire body… You may be praying about the Rapture… You may be praying to stop a strategic move of the spirits of antichrist… You may be praying for Israel, its people or its Land.  For it is certain that you are speaking to God Himself concerning the mysteries….




[——

P N S ———
el oA reiasa——
[ TR T ————
pwrey

Mok st
S ———
PO ———

P T ———
v S —————
R AP ——

ey b o ot A

TS HP ST ——



