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FIRST OF ALL
And The Awakening
Chapter 22, First of All For Leaders

	


Chapter 22

First Of All For Leaders

On Mother’s Day Sunday 2011 we received another assignment at Prayer Mountain in the Ozarks corporate prayer.  I’d gone to bed the night before thinking of the power of a certain mother’s prayer, Hannah, the mother of Samuel. At prayer the next day, we were made to know that Awakenings need leaders. And we were to pray them in.[endnoteRef:1] (And when I say “we” it includes far more than just our assembly that day at Prayer Mountain.) [1:  Letters to Partners August 2008 to October 2011, Dr. Billye Brim. Prayer Mountain in the Ozarks, P.O. Box 40, Branson, MO. 65615. pp. 97, 98.] 


The King Messiah

Israel was in dire straits when Hannah prayed. Israel’s leader at the time was the high priest, Eli. He was old and his sons, to whom the priesthood was to fall, were in gross sin. The Philistines were terrorizing Israel. Satan was surely behind it all, trying to bring down God’s chosen nation. 
	But God! He was at work. He closed a woman’s womb and gave her an intense desire for a son. So intense was her desire that she promised to give her son to the Lord. When she brought the child Samuel to Eli she gave a prophetic prayer of praise and thanksgiving that I’ve heard Jews say is one of the most highly regarded in the Bible (I Samuel 2:1-10). 
	Hannah prayed in a son, Samuel. He became the leader Israel had to have at the time. 
	He was not, however, the only leader her prayer birthed. For in her prophetic prayer she said, “...the barren hath born seven” (I Samuel 2:5). 
	Yet when we count the natural children Hannah physically bore, there were only six. “...three sons and two daughters. And the child Samuel...” (I Samuel 2:21).
	Who was the seventh? Or, actually, the First? 
	The answer is in verse 10 of her prophetic prayer, “...the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth: and He shall give strength unto His King, and exalt the horn of His Anointed (Messiah).” 
	This is the first mention of His Anointed One, the Messiah. It is the first mention of Him as The King Messiah. Hannah indeed bore seven. Her prayer birthed The King Messiah. 

Awakenings Need Leaders

That Mother’s Day Sunday we received a new prayer assignment. The Lord made us to know that Awakenings need leaders.  Spiritual leaders. And even governmental leaders. We knew we were to add to our prayers for an Awakening, prayers for its leaders. 
	The First Great Awakening knew George Washington. The Fourth Great Awakening knew Abraham Lincoln. 
	How important it must be if the Lord exhorted us to “First of All...”

1Tim. 2:1 ¶ I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
1Tim. 2:2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
1Tim. 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
1Tim. 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

Won’t you commit to “first of all” in your daily prayers pray “for presidents, prime ministers, and for all who are in authority.” According to the Word of the Lord it will be effective and God can get His will into the earth because someone on earth asked Him. 
	America can finish her God-given course. America can, will, and must reach her destiny. And that depends upon the prayers of God’s people. That depends on you and me.
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