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FIRST OF ALL 
And The Awakenings
Chapter 21, Do What They Did
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Chapter 21

Do What They Did

As I wrote earlier, I did not cover the great revival that swept the country under the ministry of Charles G. Finney. Wesley Duewel writes, “The people who were led to Christ directly or indirectly by Finney through his personal campaigns, writings, encouragements, and prayer probably brought a million people or more into the kingdom of God.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Revival Fire, Wesley Duell, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI. p. 92] 

	Prayer preceded and continued in every place there was a mighty outpouring of the Spirit during the Finney revival.
	In central New York state, “Finney urged the people to pray to God earnestly and expectantly for ‘the immediate outpouring of His Holy Spirit.’ 

 “He told them that if they united in prayer, they would get God’s answer quicker than a letter could come from Albany, the state’s capital. Several men agreed to prove God in that way, and their prayer was answered just that quickly. Finney wrote, ‘Indeed the town was full of prayer. Go where you would, you heard the voice of prayer. Pass along the streets, and if two or three Christians happened to be together they were praying. Wherever they met they prayed...”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. p. 101.] 


An observer in New York City wrote, “Probably no man, since the days of Whitefield, ever stirred the minds of men in this city so widely and deeply, in their relations to practical and personal religion, as this great and good man. Preaching and praying were his only weapons. He surrounded himself with an atmosphere of prayer, and a body of devoted praying and working Christians male and female....”[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. p. 112.] 

	There was a man known as Father Nash who went ahead of Finney into the various cities and towns. This praying man prevailed in prayer. As did Finney himself. 

If We Do What They Did

A skeptic had a large, flourishing high school in Rochester. A number of the students attended the Finney meetings and became deeply convicted of their need for Christ. One morning after the meetings had continued for two weeks, the principal found so many students weeping over their sins in the classrooms that he sent for Finney to come and instruct them. Finney came, and the principal and almost every student were converted. More than forty of the male students and a number of the female students in time became ministers or missionaries.
	One of the girls in that school became the wife of Titus Coan. The Coans went to Hawaii as missionaries, and seven years later they were leaders in the mighty revival that came in full tide to Hawaii.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. p. 107.] 


I was in Hilo, Hawaii where the Coan’s knew a mighty outpouring. And this is how it began.
	Titus Coan said, “If we do what Finney did, then we can get what Finney got.”
They did it. And they got it.
	God wants America to know another Great Awakening. If we do what they did in the prior Awakenings, then we will get what they got. An Awakening that will save America and bring her into the destiny for which she was designed by God.
	I so remember the power of the Word that came forth in our Sunday afternoon prayer meeting June 29, 2008 as we were fervently praying about the upcoming elections:
	One thing will save America.
	And it is NOT the election.
	It is an Awakening to God!
	One thing will avail for Israel and the nations.
	It is an Awakening to God!

Our instructions were, along with many others across America, I believe, to pray in an Awakening. We can. And we must!
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