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FIRST OF ALL
And Awakenings
Chapter 2, Pray In An Awakening




Chapter 2

Pray In An Awakening

In 1995 the Lord led me to Branson, Missouri to establish a place of prayer. It’s a long story and the subject of another book, The Road to Prayer Mountain. Suffice it to say we now have more than 300 secluded acres that we call Prayer Mountain in the Ozarks.
	His clear instructions were that we were to establish this place for working with Him in prayer in two ways:
	1.  To pray in the plans of God.
	2.  To stop the strategies of the enemy.
We were to provide the amenities necessary for two types of praying:
	1.  Individual prayers. (We have beautiful log cabins for this.)
	2.  Corporate prayers. (These take place in our chapel twice a week. On Sundays at 3:00 p.m.  And on Wednesdays at noon central time we stream live a corporate prayer meeting that unites people in prayer from around the globe. They named themselves The WWP’s. World Wide Pray-ers.)

Interrupted

On Sunday, June 29, 2008 our 3:00 p.m. corporate prayer was interrupted. Not by a human, but by the Creator of humanity.
	The forty or more faithful people who regularly attended were “praying up a storm” concerning the then upcoming elections, and concerning Israel and the nations.  
	Suddenly something like a heavy cloak dropped on me from heaven. I’ve had this happen only twice since 1979. The Bible says that “the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets,” (1 Cor. 14:32). The meaning is one can speak or not speak. This is further shown in First Corinthians 14:28, “But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.”  
	But on that Sunday afternoon, as well as the time in 1979, the words came with such power it was almost like I had to speak them or die. These words shook us. Silenced us. Even rebuked us. 

	One thing will save America.
	And it is not the election.
	It is an Awakening to God.
	One thing will avail for Israel and the nations.
	It is an Awakening to God.

God-given thoughts then raced through my mind. I did not speak these out as I spoke the preceding utterance. I did share them with the pray-ers later. These are the thoughts that came rapid fire:
	The best person in the world could be elected President and it would do no good if the people did not awaken to God. Awakenings. History. American History. The part of prayer in the Awakenings. Study.
	Silenced. Shaken. We prayed about what we were to do with this. I won’t go into all the details of what we were led to do, but you could sum it up like this:  We were to do everything we could to pray in an Awakening. We were to pray ourselves and to influence as many believers as our God-given realm of influence provided. 
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Personally, I began to do what He said. I studied Awakenings in the history of America.  The Star Spangled Banner’s last verse calls upon us to “Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.”  I discovered how God had used Awakenings both to found and to preserve this great nation. Armed with the rich history of Awakenings in this blessed country, I taught it on television and in meetings across the United States and even in Australia and Europe. 
	Since then I have watched as many stirrings of Awakening have occurred. And may I say further, I believe we are on the doorstep of another great Awakening in America. In fact, I believe that Christians in America were awakened to vote in the 2016 election. I also believe that the results of that election, if supported by a church awakened to pray for our leaders as never before, can bring America to a place prepared for her by the Creator. 
	For He surely brought forth this nation for a destiny He knows—and its destiny must be fulfilled for His Glory. 
	Once I was reading the following passage when the Lord spoke in my spirit, I want you to notice how I had the Apostle Paul declare Me to pagans who knew nothing about Me. 

KJV
Acts 17:16 ¶ Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry...
Acts 17:22 ¶ Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 
Acts 17:23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 
Acts 17:24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;... 
Acts 17:26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

Paul declared Him as The Creator. And as The Creator who brought forth nations at particular set times and in set places.  The Amplified Bible makes it even more clear.

Amplified
Acts 17:24 The God Who produced and formed the world and all things in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in handmade shrines... 
Acts 17:26 And He made from one [common origin, one source, one blood] all nations of men to settle on the face of the earth, having definitely determined [their] allotted periods of time and the fixed boundaries of their habitation (their settlements, lands, and abodes),

The Talmud records how God told Moses that He gave Adam a six-day workweek with a day being a thousand years. The seventh thousand-year day will be a Sabbath. 	On that time line, the United States came along late in the birth of nations. It was brought forth on the last half of the sixth day. As American History clearly reveals, it was brought forth with a destiny. To reach that destiny, we must have an Awakening to God.
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