

94
FIRST OF ALL...
And The Awakenings
Chapter 17, God Preserved Us A Nation



Chapter 17

God Preserved Us A Nation

“Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.”
(The Star Spangled Banner)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The United States could have judged itself on the matter of slavery; but since it did not, it brought judgment upon itself. Yet in the judgment, God remembered mercy. He stirred America to prayer, allowing Him to send another Great Awakening.
	Unified by the Spirit of Prayer the nation was fortified to escape the complete destruction the war could have brought. (I so believe that it can and will happen again — another Great Awakening.  We can know a unity in the Spirit of God that can ward off the division the enemy has designed. And only this can — only an Awakening to God — will save America.)
	Duewel writes, “The fourth great awakening was above all a revival of unity.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Revival Fire, Wesley Duewel. p. 132.] 


The Glory of God’s Presence

The Glory of God is the Presence of God manifested. In the Bible it was seen as a cloud, fire, smoke, etc. Just a very few exemplary scriptures are: Exodus 24:16, 17; 40:34, 35; 2 Chronicles 5:14; 7:1-3. 
	God’s Glorious Presence was evidenced in every move of God meeting the definition of an Awakening.

	A canopy of holy and awesome revival influence — in reality the presence of the Holy Spirit — seemed to hang like an invisible cloud over many parts of the United States, especially over the eastern seaboard. At times this cloud of God’s presence even seemed to extend out to sea. Those on ships approaching the east coast at times felt a solemn, holy influence, even one hundred miles away, without even knowing what was happening in America.
	Revival began aboard one ship before it reached the coast. People on board began to feel the presence of God and a sense of their own sinfulness. The Holy Spirit convicted them, and they began to pray. As the ship neared the harbor, the captain signaled, “Send a minister.” 
	Another small commercial ship arrived in port with the captain, and every member of the crew converted in the last 150 miles. Ship after ship arrived with the same story: both passengers and crew were suddenly convicted of sin and turned to Christ before they reached the American coast.
	The battleship North Carolina was anchored in New York harbor as a naval receiving ship. More than a thousand young men were on board. Four Christians agreed to meet together for prayer and knelt on the lower deck. The Spirit of God so filled their hearts with joy that they broke into song. Ungodly men on the top deck heard the singing, looked down, and saw the boys kneeling. They began running down the stairs, mocking and jeering. The convicting power of the Holy Spirit so gripped them that by the time they reached the bottom deck they fell on their knees and began crying for mercy. 
	Strong men who were deep in sin were broken down by the Spirit’s power and knelt humbly in penitence and faith. Night after night the sailors prayed, and hundreds were converted on the ship. Ministers were sent for... the battleship became a mighty center of revival.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. pp. 133, 134.] 


From 1857-1859 the Fourth Great Awakening spread across the continent. What began in the nation’s cities spread throughout the towns and villages and even in the fields across America. 
	Jayne’s Hall in Philadelphia expanded its meeting space to accommodate six thousand people. “For months multitudes of churches opened every evening for prayer.”[endnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid. p. 135.] 

	
In the North
and 
In the South

The cities and the countryside where the revival spread were in all parts of America. 
	Many of my ancestors lived in the South. A few in the North. Thank God, the outpouring knew no lines of division. 

Because of the bitter tensions of the Civil War and the slavery issue, for a time it seemed that the southern states would not be as powerfully influenced by the revival as the northern ones had been... An unusually powerful revival broke out among the southern troops stationed around Richmond, Virginia in the autumn of 1861. It began in the hospitals among the wounded men and then spread into the camps as these men returned to active duty. Prayer meetings were organized and hundreds converted. The movement spread rapidly throughout the army, reaching the troops of Tennessee and Arkansas. 
	Revival was encouraged by Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, who were well known as devout Christians. By the mid-summer of 1863 the revival had spread through all the Confederate armies, and thousands of men had been converted. Chaplains and lay missionaries went out among the troops, preaching and distributing tracts and dealing personally with hungry hearts. By the end of the war at least 150,000 soldiers had been converted, and more than a third of all of the southern troops had become praying men. The revival among the southern troops was primarily a revival of prayer, as the earlier revival in the North had been. While the best estimates are that 6.6 percent of the entire population of the United States was converted during the revival, the percentage among the southern troops was 21 percent.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. pp. 135, 136.] 


Think of how many soldiers on both sides stepped out into Eternity. Thank God for his merciful outpouring that preserved not only the nation, but its people.
	I have already introduced you to Larkin Womack. His wife gave birth to my Great Grandmother, Fannie Otie Womack, in 1860 in Richmond, Virginia. Larkin’s life was not only saved from a lengthy illness in his youth, but through many Civil War battles. My grandmother was the family’s eighth child. I have tried to imagine what it must have been like for her mother. 
	My Grandpa Coday’s father, William F. Coday, was one brother in a family of fighting age boys when the Civil War caused great division in the state of Missouri where they lived. Their father said to his sons, when they were facing the unimaginable decision as to which side to fight for, “We’ll stay with the flag, boys.” 
	How merciful is our God. He visited both the North and the South in the Awakening. He stirred up people to pray and anointed their efforts in prayer so that He could preserve us a nation. 
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