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FIRST OF ALL
And Awakenings
Chapter 15, The Second Great Awakening
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The Second Great Awakening 
(1800 – 1840)
“Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.”
(The Star Spangled Banner)

The pattern of our Gracious Lord’s outpouring of His Spirit in subsequent Awakenings, was that the previous outpouring would wane, there would be a national backsliding into a darkness and a state of sleep that required an Awakening. The Lord would stir His people to pray. And in answer to fervent prayer, He would send another Awakening.

The Second Great Awakening 
(1800 – 1840)

That was the case as the nineteenth century dawned. Eddie L. Hyatt writes:

A generation had come of age that knew little of the revival that had swept the nation sixty years earlier... Negative influences from the French Revolution were penetrating American society, and deism was at its peak of popularity. All of this resulted in a rise in profanity, drunkenness, gambling and lewdness.
	The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church circulated a pastoral letter declaring they were “filled with concern and awful dread” at conditions they beheld on every hand. They expressed the solemn conviction “that the eternal God has a controversy with this nation.” This concern prompted fervent prayer that precipitated a national spiritual awakening beginning on the East Coast around 1800 and spreading to the western frontier.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  2000 Years of Charismatic Christianity, Eddie L. Hyatt, Charisma House, A Strang Company, Lake Mary, FL. p. 113.] 


If you are a student of revivals and awakenings, it is to this period that belong: Revival fires in Kentucky under Pastor James McGready. Barton Stone and The Cane Ridge Revival. Campmeetings among Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists with thousands attending. 
	Hyatt writes, “Peter Cartwright, a Methodist preacher, stated, ‘The work went on and spread almost in every direction gathering additional force till our country seemed all coming to God.’
	“The Spirit of God prevailed over infidelity and deism, and the religious character of the United States was assured for generations to come.”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. pp. 116, 117.] 


A Family Letter

I am among those “generations to come” who benefitted from The Second Great Awakening. I remember very well my Great Grandmother born Fannie Otie Womack. Her father was Larkin Womack. His mother was Catherine Blankenship Womack. 
	Catherine Womack lived in Lynchburg, Virginia when she wrote a series of letters (1835-1842) to her son, William, who had moved to Sangamon County, Illinois. The following is an excerpt from her letter dated, August 16, 1842. I have left the spelling as she wrote:

... your brother Larkin. He was veary low with the fever... You must expect my dear William that my dear Larkin was most gone ... he lay sick, which I think was about six weeks confinement to the house, but the Lord was pleased to raise him from the bed of affliction and I saw him last Thursday evening. He was in good health of body and of soul too apparently. He is a veary pious youth and if you hear him preaching the Gospel you need not be at all alarmed... He has commenced going to school ... and seems to take such delight in the ways and worship of God. And John is still going on in religious ways. And, O my William do you not think that a great comfort to me? And would it not be a greater one still to hear in your next letter you embraced religion? You say in your letter you nor your wife had not profest religion, and you have regular meetings with the Methodists, Baptists, and Presbiterians.
	Well, my son, so you and your wife attend to preaching and do you wish to get religion? Then if you do get down on your knees and pray to God to have mercy on you and show you your sinful state that you are in by nature, for ye must be born again... Oh, my William, read the Bible a great deal and attend to preaching and if there is any revival out with you, write me word in your next letter and I pray you my dear son and daughter-in-law, be you both at the altar that the people of God may pray for your dear souls....

I too am grateful that the Lord raised up Larkin. Otherwise you would not be reading this book.
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