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And Awakenings
Chapter 12, The Black Robed Regiment




Chapter 12


The Black Robed Regiment


When the brochure for “The Next Great Awakening Tour, June and July 2010” came across my desk, Oh! How I wanted to take it. But I didn’t see how I could. I’d push it aside. But it always found its way back to the top with its inviting lead: An Historical Tour of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., including Harvard, Yale & Princeton... Tour the sites of previous awakenings as we anticipate the next one. It would be led by David Barton, American history expert who emphasizes its biblical roots, and Dr. Jim Garlow, pastor and political activist! It would feature guest appearances by outstanding leaders, spiritual, political, and academic. When I finally called about it, I got the last seat available on this one-bus tour. 
	I can’t begin to tell you how this once-in-a-lifetime tour both enhanced and taught me so much more about what I had been studying at the Lord’s direction. 
	One memorable moment was when I stood on the Lexington Common, where the first shot of the Revolutionary War was fired. I was struck by the fact that the Colonial militia involved was made up mostly of men from Reverend Jonas Clarke’s congregation. I became personally impacted by the place of the clergy and “The Black Robed Regiment” in The American Revolution. It became so real to me that America did in fact know its civil beginning from its spiritual Awakening. 
	Harvard professor, William Perry, said, “The Declaration of Independence of 1776 was a direct result of the evangelical preaching of the evangelists of the Great Awakening.” [endnoteRef:1] [1:  2000 Years of Charismatic Christianity, Eddie L. Hyatt, Charisma House, Lake Mary Florida. p. 112.] 

Cultural Change

Like the definition of an awakening and how it differs from a revival, which I quoted earlier, The Great Awakening brought about cultural change.

The Great Awakening literally changed the moral climate of colonial America. Entire communities were transformed. Profanity, lewdness, and drunkenness almost completely disappeared, especially in some areas. Reports in New England alone show thirty thousand to forty thousand converts and 150 new churches.[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  Pilgrims and Patriots, Eddie L. Hyatt, Hyatt Press, P O Box 3877, Grapevine, TX, pp, 108, 109.] 


	
The Great Awakening also greatly advanced the cause of education in America. Princeton University was born out of the work of William Tennent Sr. and his Log College. Several other early centers of education, such as Rutgers University, the University of Pennsylvania, and Brown University, had their beginnings in the wave of enthusiasm from the Awakening.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  The Founders’ Bible, Signature Historian David Barton, Shiloh Road Publishers, 4680 Calle Norte, Newbury Park, CA 91320. ISBN 978-1-61871-001-7. p. 558.] 


And, of course, The Great Awakening affected the pulpits of most colonial churches. The preachers’ belief in a united nation under God and in its right to freedom found its way into their sermons and into colonial hearts and souls.

Tyranny

	The tyrannical acts of King George III toward the American colonists, proved more and more intolerable. In fact a series of laws he issued to quell colonial resistance came to be known as “The Intolerable Acts.” 
	Colonists were angered by unfair “taxation without representation. ”  The Stamp Act. The Townshend Act. The sending of British governors and tax regulators to oversee burdensome tariffs. The increased size of the British garrison in America. Etcetera. Etcetera. Etcetera.
	 Acts of rebellion followed. What became known as The Boston Massacre in 1770. The Boston Tea Party in 1773 led by Samuel Adams and the Sons of Liberty. The forming of militias. The stockpiling of arms. 

As usual, American opinion on this mounting crisis was largely shaped by the ministers. These men of God who were American-born and not in Crown colonies (such as Georgia and Virginia) were becoming nearly unanimous in their support of resistance. Thanks to the Great Awakening, there was now a whole new generation of committed clergy salted throughout America, many of them ministers of considerable spiritual depth and maturity.
	As the list of “intolerable acts” mounted, so did the remonstrations against them — almost as if the ministers had George III in the front row of their congregations and were trying to make him see the error of his ways. Many of their sermons were duly printed in town newspapers....[endnoteRef:4] [4:  The Light and The Glory, Marshall and Manuel, Revell Division of Baker Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI., p. 320.] 


The Shot Heard Around The World

Our tour group stood on the now park-like area of the Lexington Common where the colonial militia met the invading British troops in the first battle of The War of Independence. A New England pastor and historian dressed as an American Colonial gave us a dramatic account of that fateful day, April 18, 1775. He pointed to the site of Pastor Jonas Clarke’s church just a few yards away and down the street a block or so to the Clarke home.

...Since the struggle over the Stamp Act in 1765, this clergyman had become this town’s principle leader in its town meetings and issues of liberty and government...His home was a frequent meeting place for men like Samuel Adams and John Hancock when safe locations could not be assured inside Boston. Such was the case on the night of April 18, 1775. Adams and Hancock were visiting for the night, unaware that the British had decided to send troops to Lexington to destroy the town’s military supplies and capture these two men. One of Clark’s house guests asked him on that night if the Lexington people would fight if necessary. Clark, who had laid a solid foundation concerning the duty of self-defense of inalienable rights for years through his sermons, responded confidently: “I have trained them for this very hour!”[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Rev. Jonas Clark and the Battle of Lexington April, 1775. Article excerpted from America’s Providential History by Mark Beliles and Stephen McDowell. Order from the Providence Foundation Store.] 


This was the night of the famous ride by Paul Revere. Orders were given to hang lanterns in the North Church Steeple according to the agreed upon signal “one if by land, two if by sea.” Revere saddled up and rode toward Lexington to declare the Red Coats are coming.

After several adventures on the way, in which he narrowly escaped capture, he reached the house of Mr. Clark about midnight... Revere found the family at rest, and a guard of eight men stationed at the house, for the protection of Adams and Hancock. He rode up, and requested admittance, but the Sergeant replied that the family before retiring had desired that they not be disturbed by any noise about the house. “Noise! You’ll have noise enough before long. The Regulars are coming...”[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid.] 


 About one o’clock on the morning of the 19th, seventy odd members of the militia, largely made up of Clark’s congregation formed a line on the Lexington green near the meeting house. It was commanded by a deacon, Captain John Parker. “Stand your ground!” he called out. “Don’t fire unless fired upon. But if they want to have a war, let it begin here!”
	And indeed, it did begin. For someone (evidence points to a British soldier) fired the famous “shot heard round the world.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	But the battle on the green, as the British Regulars fired upon the colonials was called by one historian, “a field of murder not of battle.” Nine minutemen were killed and ten wounded.
	The British were masters of the field in Lexington. Buoyed by success they marched on to Concord. But from here on they met with different circumstances.
	“The Battle of Lexington had lasted less than a quarter of an hour. But for the British, a long day — the first of an eight-year ordeal — was just beginning.”[endnoteRef:7] [7:  The Light and The Glory. p. 342.] 

	Captain Parker, seeing the approach of seven hundred British Regulars marching toward them, and realizing how badly outnumbered they were, had ordered his men to disperse from the common. They faded out of the area and rode through the countryside gathering men as they went. “To arms, to arms! The war’s begun. They’re heading to Concord,” a rider would cry. Farmers for miles around left their fields, picked up their muskets, and headed to their militia assembly points.

Less than an hour after the British fired on Lexington militia, word reached Concord, where the town’s militia was already mustered. William Emerson, Concord’s minister turned out on the common in his black robe to stand with the militia. While the men nervously awaited the arrival of the British troops, the townspeople hastily hid the stores of the armory in basements, fields, and attics. Emerson noticed that one of his flock, an eighteen-year-old named Harry Gould was trembling. In clear tones, he reassured him: “Stand your ground, Harry! Your cause is just, and God will bless you.” Thus encouraged, Gould went on to distinguish himself in the actions of the day.
... The British soldiers were shocked. These farmers had not scurried away at the first volley, as those at Lexington had seemed to. Here they stood their ground and calmly returned fire. And they could shoot.[endnoteRef:8]  [8:  Ibid. p. 342.] 


Pitcairn burned the ammunition depot and ordered a withdrawal and began a retreat to Boston.

The Americans, however, fired on the retreating British, who fired back. The patriots had learned to fight in the manner of the local natives, and knowing the terrain, they were able to take shortcuts and ambush the retreating British from behind trees, stone walls, barns, and from wherever they could find cover.
	The patriots harassed the British all the way back to Boston. At times, the British soldiers panicked, with some throwing away their weapons as they sought to outrun the patriots...
No King But Jesus
Before the first shot was fired in Lexington, Rev. Clarke made a strategic declaration. It was a spontaneous response to Major Pitcairn’s demand to the Minutemen, “Disperse, ye villains, lay down your arms in the name of George the Sovereign King of England.” Rev. Clarke shouted, “We recognize no Sovereign but God and no king but Jesus.”
	That cry caught the imagination of American patriots everywhere, and soon it was heard throughout the colonies.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Pilgrims and Patriots, Eddie L. Hyatt, pp.118, 119. ] 


The Black Robed Brigade

It was the British who labeled the Colonial preachers the Black Brigade. And they attributed the Revolutionary War and its American victory to the ministers who wore black robes in their pulpits. Not only did they preach, however, they practiced what they preached.

Significantly, many who awaited them along the road [from Concord back to Boston] were local pastors, such as the Rev. Phillips Payson and the Rev. Benjamin Balch, who had heard of the attack, taken up their own arms, and then rallied their congregations to fight the returning British. But pastors from other areas also responded. When word reached Vermont, the Rev. David Avery promptly gathered twenty men and marched toward Boston, recruiting additional troops along the way, and the Rev. Stephen Farrar of New Hampshire led ninety-seven of his parishioners to the scene of danger.
	A few weeks later at the Battle of Bunker Hill, American ministers again delved headlong into the fray. When the Rev. David Grosvenor heard that the battle had commenced, he left from his pulpit, rifle in hand, and promptly marched to the scene of action, as did the Rev. Jonathan French; and the Rev. Joseph Willard raised two full companies and led them to the battle.
	This pattern was common through the Revolution... Of Rev. John Craighead it is said that “he fought and preached alternately.” ...And there are many additional examples....[endnoteRef:10] [10:  The Founder’s Bible. p. 678.] 

	 
They Took Your Voice Away

During the 2016 Presidential Campaign, I was invited along with a thousand ministers to New York City for a “Conversation With Donald Trump and Ben Carson.” 
	Alluding to the Johnson Amendment, (a provision in the tax code that prohibited non-profit organizations from endorsing or opposing political candidates) then candidate Trump said to the ministers, “Don’t you know they took your voice away?”  
	I wonder if the Black Robed Brigade would have let that stop them. 
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