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Ezekiel Syllabus Section II, Ezekiel 8, 9, 10, 11



Section II
The Book of the Prophet Ezekiel
Ezekiel Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11



Chapter 8

Ezek. 8:1 ¶ And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there upon me. 
Ezek. 8:2 Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber. 
Ezek. 8:3 And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. 
Ezek. 8:4 And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that I saw in the plain.

Yechezkel ArtScrolls (page 152)

In a prophetic vision, Yechezkel is transported to Jerusalem.
For six more years, the doomed city would struggle on under the illusion of its indestructibility. But, unbeknown to its inhabitants, the preparations for the end were already under way.

Even within the confines of the Bait HaMikdash (The Temple), the cankerous lust for idol worship was eroding the last vestiges of holiness. 
…stage by stage the Shechinah was withdrawing from Its resting place…

Yechezkel ArtScrolls
“ Once again the prophet is shown the ineffable Glory of God in a Merkavah vision…” –ArtScrolls
	 
Chapter 9

Ezekiel 9:3 (KJV)
Ezek. 9:3 And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; 
Ezek. 9:4 And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

Beginning of the withdrawal of the Shechinah; 

God orders Heavenly beings to mark the foreheads of those loyal to Him.
And to carry out judgment on those who committed the abominations.


	Yechezkel ArtScrolls Note, Page 172
Then the Glory of the God Israel rose up from the Cheruv.
From upon the lid [of the ark] where the Shechinah had rested up to now, it began a gradual ten-stage withdrawal from the Temple. This is the first stage [of withdrawal]: from the Cheruv to the threshold of the Holy of Holies (Rashi).

The Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 31a) details the ten stages of 
withdrawal.

Brim Note:
See Exodus 25:10-22 for the description of the Ark, the Mercy Seat, and the Cherubim. It was the place of the Shechinah Presence of God as He dwelt among His people, first in the Tabernacle and then in the Temple. It was the place where God would communicate with His people. 

Ex. 25:22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

	Ezekiel 9:4-11

Men are marked in their foreheads to be saved, or to be destroyed.
Judgment begins at the house of the Lord.
God will mark the 144,000 in their foreheads. (Revelation 14:1.)
Satanic mark of the beast is in the foreheads and right hands. 
(Revelation 13:16, 17.)


Brim Note: Re The Ezekiel Tablets. The 12th tablet, black basalt, begins with Ezekiel 9:7 and ends with 10:9.
The Tablets are of different materials. Light marble, etc. However some are of black basalt. Perhaps black was chosen because the abominations are written upon them.  This is my own opinion. 

Chapter 10

Ezek. 10:1 ¶ Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. 
Ezek. 10:2 And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight. 
Ezek. 10:3 Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. 
Ezek. 10:4 Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD’S glory.

Ezek. 10:18 Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims.
Ezek. 10:19 And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD’S house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.

Continued withdrawal of the Shechinah. 

The Chariot (Merkavah) accompanies, or even transports, the Shechinah.

Chapter 11

The fate of the city’s inhabitants is sealed
                	
The future lies with the exiles.

Ezek. 11:13 And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel?

	When the prophet is required to pronounce, Palatiah falls dead 	and 	Ezekiel cries out to God.

The Lord answers with the promise of the Ingathering of “all the house of Israel” (v. 15) from out of “the countries” where they have been scattered.

The encouraging prophecy looks past the then present Babylonian scattering, through all the days of the Jewish diaspora, to the future Ingathering at the end of days which will include all the House of Israel (The northern kingdom, the ten tribes—as well as the southern kingdom, the House of Judah). God tells the end from the beginning.

Even in the very midst of the declaration of judgment and destruction, the LORD gives them a Word of the Ingathering and of Restoration and Redemption. And notice, He calls them My people.

Ezek. 11:16 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 
Ezek. 11:17 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 
Ezek. 11:18 And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 
Ezek. 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 
Ezek. 11:20 That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 
Ezek. 11:21 But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.

The Shechinah completes its withdrawal from Jerusalem.

Ezek. 11:22 ¶ Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 
Ezek. 11:23 And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.

The mountain on the east side of the city is The Mount of Olives.
Consider that the Lord ascended into Heaven from The Mount of Olives.
	
And when He returns to the earth, His feet shall stand on The Mount of Olives. (Acts 1:2.)

Zech. 14:3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 
Zech. 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

Ezek. 11:24 Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me. 
Ezek. 11:25 Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had shewed me.

The Spirit of God transports the Prophet back to Babylon and the captivity there.


Fast Forward to the Future and Chapters 40, 43, 44, and 48
The Glory Returns

Ezek. 40:1 ¶ In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day the hand of the LORD was upon me, and brought me thither. 
Ezek. 40:2 In the visions of God brought He me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high mountain, by which was as the frame of a city on the south. 

	This happened twenty years after Yechezkel’s first prophecy.

	The prophecy is of earthly Jerusalem rebuilt.

	ArtScrolls
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Near the Temple Mount upon which Yechezkel was placed in his 	vision was the rebuilt city of Jerusalem (Radak).

	The Millennial Temple—probably built by the King Messiah 

	The Glory Returns, Never to depart.

ArtScrolls
“A very high mountain” 
In Messianic times the Temple Mount will be very high (Rashi, based on Isaiah 2:2).
	
Ezek. 43:1 ¶ Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: 
Ezek. 43:2 And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory. 
Ezek. 43:3 And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw, even according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell upon my face. 
Ezek. 43:4 And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. 
Ezek. 43:5 So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house. 
Ezek. 43:6 And I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man stood by me. 
Ezek. 43:7 ¶ And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings in their high places.

Ezekiel 40:4
…Relate all that you see to the family of Israel.

Yezkiel ArtScrolls
Ezekiel is exhorted to pass his vision on to the people. It is necessary that they be made aware of God’s undying love for them, in order that they be stimulated to a true repentance. This idea is amplified at 43:10,11.

Yezkiel ArtScrolls
Yezkiel 40:3, 5
3 Now He brought me there and behold! A man whose appearance was like that of copper with a linen cord in his hand and a measuring rod, as he stood by the gate…5 And behold! There was a wall outside the House, surrounding it. And in the man’s hand was a measuring rod of six cubits—each of a cubit and a handbreadth—and he measured the width of the building…and the height….

Yezkiel ArtScrolls
“Outside the house and surrounding it”
Chapter 45 (vs 1-4) describes a piece of land which is to be set aside as a gift sacred to God to the north of the city. In its exact center lies a piece of land, measuring 500 rods by 500 rods, that is to be called the Har HaBayt, Temple Mount. At six cubits to the rod, this gives us an area of 9,000,000 square cubits. By contrast the Temple Mount of the Second Temple was only 250,000 square cubits, as recorded in 
Middos 2:1.

Yechezkel ArtScrolls 
Chapter 43, 44
Yechezkel is brought back to the eastern gate to witness the high drama of the Shechinah’s return…

Yechezkel 43:1-7
Then he led me to the gate, the gate which opens the east. 2 And behold!—the Glory of the God of Israel came from the east, with a sound like the sound of great waters, and the earth shone with His Glory. 3 And the vision was like [the] vision that I had seen: like the vision that I had seen when I came to destroy the city, and visions like the vision that I had seen at the River Kevar. Then I fell upon my face. 4 The Glory of HASHEM entered the House through the gate which opened to the east. 5 Then a wind lifted me up and brought me into the inner courtyard; and behold!—the Glory of HASHEM filled the House.
	6 I heard Him addressing Himself to me from the House. A man was standing near me. 7 And He said to me: Ben Adam! This is the site of My throne, this is the site of My footstool where I will dwell amid the children of Israel forever….

Yechezkel 44:1-4 (ArtScrolls)
Then he brought me back toward the outer gate of the Sanctuary which faces eastward, and it was closed. 2 Then HASHEM said to me: This gate shall remain closed, not to be opened, that no man may enter by it. Because HASHEM, God of Israel entered by it, it shall remain closed 3 for the prince. He is a prince—He shall sit within it to eat food before HASHEM. Through the hall of the gate He is to come, and depart that way. Then He brought me in the direction of the northern gate to the front of the House and I beheld, and see! The Glory of HASHEM filled the house of HASHEM. So I fell upon my face.

For now we move forward to the glorious words which end the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel:

KJV
Ezek. 48:35 It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there.

Yechezkel ArtScrolls
Ezekiel 48:35
…And the name of the city from that day—HASHEM-is-there.

		The Lord is There = Jehovah Shammah
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