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Section II
The Book of the Prophet Ezekiel
Ezekiel Chapters 4 and 5

Chapter 4

God commands Yechezkel to act out the forthcoming siege of Jerusalem.

A year for a day symbolizing the years of their sin.

	390 Days of immobility for the Family of Israel (v. 5).

		The Northern Kingdom
		Ten Tribes

	40 Days of immobility for the Family of Judah
		
		The Southern Kingdom
		Judah and Benjamin


Chapter 5

Ezekiel commanded to shave hair and beard and to use his hairs to show what will happen to Jerusalem’s peoples individually.

Deals with the destruction of Jerusalem.
Ezekiel’s audience in Babylon would experience this only vicariously.

Ezekiel 5:12  Yechezkel ArtScrolls
One third of you shall die by the plague, and with famine will they be consumed in your midst; a third by the sword will fall around you; and a third will I scatter to every direction, and unsheathe a sword after them.

God continuously, through the prophets, warned his people and their leaders.
God previously, through Jeremiah, had warned King Zedekiah and gave him a way of escape:

Jer. 38:17 Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house: 
Jer. 38:18 But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand.

Jeremiah refused and kept Jeremiah in prison.

Jer. 38:28 So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was taken.

Compare with the warning given by Jesus 40 years before destruction of Jerusalem by Titus the Roman. (Luke 21:20-24)

Josephus, Wars of the Jews [Book VI]  pages 582 and 582 is printed in the 
Appendix for you to see God’s mercy.
			
Consider God’s revealed will for all that were carried away captive from Jerusalem unto Babylon.

Jer. 29:4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 
Jer. 29:5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 
Jer. 29:6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. 
Jer. 29:7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.
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