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Section II

Chapter 36

The Mountains of Israel (The Land)


Yechezkel ArtScrolls Prefatory Remarks, page 547
	…an extension of the previous (chapter). In contrast to Seir’s mountains...desolation...Israel’s hills will burst forth with a profusion of God’s bounty, welcoming a reborn Israel to its eternal home.
	The theme of the chapter is renewal: renewal of the people…and renewal of the land… Thus the prophet brings us face to face with one of the great mysteries of Jewish experience—the bond between land and people which has never weakened despite centuries of exile one from another.
	(In exile) Israel would leave the land,…but its conquerors would never find the land hospitable. (Leviticus 26:32).

Ezek. 36:1 ¶ Also, thou son of man, prophesy unto the mountains of Israel, and say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD:

The mountains of Israel are like a spine that runs the length of Israel. A map of  present-day Israel shows the topography. On the west, running north and south, is the coastal plain. In the middle, are the mountains of Israel. At their eastern edge is the Jordan rift valley. 

Earlier, the prophecy was against the mountains of Israel. Yet, even then, there was the promise of a remnant. (Ezekiel 6:1-8.) 
Here the glorious restoration is told. 

Ezek. 36:2 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the enemy hath said against you, Aha, even the ancient high places are ours in possession: 
Ezek. 36:3 Therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed you up on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the residue of the heathen [goyim, nations] and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are an infamy of the people:

	Norma Parrish Archbold, The Mountains of Israel: 
The Bible & the West Bank, page 1.
The mountains of Israel are the heart of the Land promised by God to the children of Israel. They are Judea and Samaria [Shomron], the inheritance of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Joseph [Ephraim and Manasseh]. 
The West Bank and the mountains of Israel are nearly identical.

Brim:
“...the enemy hath said against you, Aha, even the ancient high places are ours in possession”
The Ancient high places include the places of worship. All are in the mountains, in what the world calls The West Bank.

Shechem, Beit El, Hebron — The places of Abraham’s altars.
Shiloh — Where Joshua took the Holy Ark and it remained 369 years. 
Jerusalem, The Temple Mount — The highest place of all. 

The nations, pushed upon by that one who is known as the deceiver of the nations, clamor that these holy places upon the mountains of Israel belong to others. (Revelation 20:3,8.)

See also Ezekiel 25:3 The Dome of the Rock sits atop the Temple Mount. This is an interesting verse in light of the fact that it is Jordan (whose capital is Amman), through the Islamic Waqf,  that holds day-to-day management of the Temple Mount. They do not allow Jews, or any others, to pray there. Prophetic Scripture can have ‘fillments’, and then move on to fulfillments.
I am sure Ezekiel 25:3 had earlier ‘fillment’ but it may also refer to today’s situation. For The Temple Mount is the site of The Future Millennial Temple (Ezekiel 40-48).

Ezek. 36:3 Therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed you up on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the residue of the heathen [goyim, nations], and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are an infamy of the people:

	“taken up in the lips of talkers”
	Nations have busied themselves with the business of the ownership of what 	the Bible calls Judea and Samaria [Hebrew: Shomron], and the world calls the 	West Bank. 

	How did it get to be called The West Bank?
The modern state of Israel was reborn on May 14, 1948. Immediately, seven Arab armies attacked the small reborn state. When the dust settled, Israel’s portion of the Promised Land, increased from what they’d been allotted by the UN Partition Plan. However, Jordan conquered this area, and King Abdullah I called it The West Bank of the Jordan River. In 1967, Jordan joined forces with Syria and Egypt to attack Israel and “drive them into the sea.” In the miraculous Six-Day War, Israel took back the so-called West Bank area. Jordan held it for only 19 years.

Ezek. 36:4 Therefore, ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate wastes, and to the cities that are forsaken, which became a prey and derision to the residue of the heathen [goyim, nations] that are round about; 
Ezek. 36:5 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Surely in the fire of my jealousy have I spoken against the residue of the heathen [goyim], and against all Idumea, which have appointed My land into their possession with the joy of all their heart, with despiteful minds, to cast it out for a prey. 
Ezek. 36:6 Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I have spoken in my jealousy and in my fury, because ye have borne the shame of the heathen: 
Ezek. 36:7 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I have lifted up mine hand, Surely the heathen that are about you, they shall bear their shame.

“the cities that are forsaken”
These are the ancient cities of Bible times which were forsaken during the exile. The prophet is to speak to them that they will be rebuilt. Bible believing Jews are doing just that. The world makes fun of them. Calls them “settlers.” (Nothing really wrong with that name.) They are demonized by most of the world press. Former Sect. of State James Baker in Bush I’s cabinet said, “The West Bank Settlements are the greatest threat to world peace.” And he fought consistently, dragging the U.S. with him, to dismantle these cities which God has spoken through the prophets that the Jews are to return there and build. 

A “settler” once told me as we walked in his olive grove, “There are three ways we are to possess the Land as the Lord told us: Walk it. Plant it. Build on it.” 

“appointed My land into their possession with the joy of all their heart”
Notice God calls it “My land.”
I remember watching the television coverage of when Bethlehem was handed over to Arafat. They danced in the streets as they ran up the PLO flag.

CNN, Web Posting, December 23, 1995
“PLO leader Yasser Arafat arrived for Saturday's celebration by helicopter. Like an electric current, a sudden surge of excitement spread through the crowd packed in Manger Square as the helicopter circled low over the symbol of the hillside town -- the Church of the Nativity, built over the grotto where tradition says Jesus was born 2000 years ago.”

“I have lifted up mine hand”
God swears, lifting up His hand so-to-speak in an oath.

Ezek. 36:8 But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to My people of Israel; for they are at hand to come. 
Ezek. 36:9 For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled and sown:

“ye shall shoot forth your branches”
When asked for the sign of His return to set up His earthly kingdom, Jesus said: 
Luke 21:29 ... Behold the fig tree [Israel], and all the trees [nations about which the Prophets spoke];
Luke 21:30 When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand.
Luke 21:31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 

In other words, when they shoot forth into their prophetic places. The 36th Chapter of Ezekiel is about Israel’s return and her “shooting forth” into her prophetic place.

“My people of Israel”
God calls Israel at the time of her return, “My people.”
Now is the time of her return, and no one has a right to call them otherwise.

“ye shall be tilled and sown”
When Israel was cast out, it was declared that it would be a waste wilderness and no one could make it bear fruit. The sages said that an evident sign that the time of the Messiah was drawing near, would be that the Land could be tilled and bear fruit again. 

Lev. 26:32 And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it.

Is. 27:6 He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

Ezek. 36:10 And I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, even all of it: and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded: 
Ezek. 36:11 And I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and bring fruit: and I will settle you after your old estates, and will do better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 
Ezek. 36:12 Yea, I will cause men to walk upon you, even my people Israel; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them of men.

“all the house of Israel, all of it”
Both the northern and the southern kingdoms.
The northern kingdom (10 “lost” tribes) conquered and assimilated into Assyria in 722 BC.
And the southern kingdom (Judea) which was completely conquered and the Temple burned by Babylon in 586 BC.

“the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded”
Jews who know this command and obey it have resettled the old cities and estates. The world calls them “West Bank settlements.” I cringe when I hear U.S. politicians decry them. Presidents, Statesmen, Ambassadors have scolded Israel for rebuilding them. Often times, they think they are blessing Israel, but they are ignorant of the written Word of God on the matter. They need to study the Bible and a good Bible Atlas to know God’s will for the so-called West Bank. Thank God, many believers who know the truth of God’s will are praying for America. More believers every day are being enlightened as to God’s will concerning Israel.

“My people Israel shall possess thee”
There is no need to debate the issue. God has spoken and it shall surely “be their inheritance.”  No promise is so often repeated in the Scriptures as the promise that the LORD will being ‘His people Israel’ back to the Land he promised them. Perhaps this is because so many are willing to yield to the enemy of God when he works to stop this Word of the Lord from coming to pass. Satan is ever fighting the Word’s fulfillment. In the garden he asked, “Hath God said?”

Ezek. 36:13 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they say unto you, Thou land devourest up men, and hast bereaved thy nations; 
Ezek. 36:14 Therefore thou shalt devour men no more, neither bereave thy nations any more, saith the Lord GOD. 
Ezek. 36:15 Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the shame of the heathen any more, neither shalt thou bear the reproach of the people any more, neither shalt thou cause thy nations to fall any more, saith the Lord GOD.

Yechezkel, ArtScrolls
Over the centuries Eretz Yisrael would come to be known as an inhospitable land…The land became an object of derision; it seemed to consume its inhabitants, to be unable to hold its people.
	The cause for this historical phenomenon lies in the land’s unique status of being God’s portion on earth (Deuteronomy 32:9). As such it cannot and will not tolerate sin within its boundaries (Ramban, Leviticus 18:25), and the Torah predicts (Leviticus 18:25,28) that it will vomit out all those who defile its sanctity…The promise of this section is that the future will be different. No more will the land have to defend itself against desecration.


Ezek. 36:19 And I scattered them among the heathen [goyim, nations], and they were dispersed through the countries: according to their way and according to their doings I judged them. 
Ezek. 36:20 And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his land. 
Ezek. 36:21 But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 
Ezek. 36:22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 
Ezek. 36:23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 
Ezek. 36:24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.

God’s Dealings with Israel are a key to unlocking Bible Prophecy. We can tell where we are on the time line by knowing what God is doing with this prophetic nation during our lifetime.

	God’s Dealings with Israel

	1.	The Choosing
	2.	The Blessing
	3.	The Bringing into the Land
	4.	The Scattering
	5.	The Ingathering (Bringing back to the Land.)
	6.	The Restoration
	7.	The Redemption 


	“I scattered them” “I will ...gather you...and bring you into your own land.”
In verses 19 and 24, we see the scattering and the gathering.
We live in the time of the Ingathering.

“whither they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD (Jehovah), and are gone forth out of His Land.”
I have thought about this and personalized it. What if my children or grandchildren were on the streets, homeless, tattered, hungry, and someone recognized them and exclaimed, “These are the children of Billye Brim. Why doesn’t she provide for them?”

Remember Plan A and the Blessings were available to Israel. (See Section I, Chapter 3, The Jews, The Nations, and The Church, Israel’s Purpose and Call).

“Mine holy name’s sake...I will sanctify My holy name”
God’s name will be sanctified in all the earth.

Israel’s National Cleansing

Ezek. 36:25 ¶ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
Ezek. 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
Ezek. 36:27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 
Ezek. 36:28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

These verses speak of the redemption of Israel.

Ezek. 36:33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 
Ezek. 36:34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 
Ezek. 36:35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. 
Ezek. 36:36 Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it.

“In the day that I shall have cleansed you”
This speaks of the nation as a nation.  A national redemption.

Jer. 50:20 In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel [northern kingdom] shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah [southern kingdom], and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve.

Is. 62:12 And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou [Jerusalem] shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.

God’s Word Translation
Is. 4:3 ¶ Then whoever is left in Zion and whoever remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 
Is. 4:4 The Lord will wash away the filth of Zion’s people. He will clean bloodstains from Jerusalem with a spirit of judgment and a spirit of burning. 
Is. 4:5 The Lord will create a cloud of smoke during the day and a glowing flame of fire during the night over the whole area of Mount Zion and over the assembly. His glory will cover everything. [Hebrew: Will be a choopah.]

Jer. 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Jer. 31:34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
Jer. 31:35 ¶ Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: 
Jer. 31:36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. 
Jer. 31:37 Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

Israel will be a nation as long as there exist a sun, moon, and stars.
Israel will be a nation as long as man cannot measure heaven and earth.

Brim note:  A very excellent study of this is found in David Baron’s ZECHARIAH, A Commentary on his Visions and Prophecies. It is too long to go into here, but perhaps this introduction to the last chapters will give you an idea :

“The overthrow of world-power, and the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom may be given as the epitome of the last six chapters of Zechariah. The two oracles which make up the whole of the second half of the book (chaps. 9-11 and 12-14),...are corresponding portions of a greater whole. Both sections treat of war between the heathen world and Israel, though in different ways.
	In the first (chaps 9-11), the judgment through which Gentile world-power over Israel is finally destroyed, and Israel is endowed with the strength to overcome all their enemies... In the second (chaps 12-15), the judgment through which Israel itself is sifted and purged in the final great conflict with the nations, and transformed into the holy nation of Jehovah....

David Baron, Israel in the Plan of God, pages 118
(Commenting on Deut. 32:43.)

NAS 95
Deut. 32:43 “Rejoice, O nations, with His people; 
	For He will avenge the blood of His servants, 
	And will render vengeance on His adversaries, 
	And will atone for His land and His people.”

“Rejoice, O nations with His people;”
It is only after “the receiving again” of Israel as a nation that the full tide of universal blessing will come to the world, and that the call will go forth, “Rejoice, O ye nations, with His people.” Then the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah shall cover this earth as the waters cover the sea. The saved nations [sheep nations from Matthew 25], together with Israel are to rejoice...

 “and will atone for His land and His people.”
 [the atonement accepted]...will take place when the Spirit of grace and of supplications is poured out on them as a nation...and they mourn... (See Zechariah 12:9 -13:1.)
Of no other land, and of no other people as a people [nation], does He speak in the same way. For the land in a very special sense “Immanuel’s Land,” (Isaiah 8:8), and “Jehovah’s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance” (Deut. 32:9).

This, then, is how Jewish history ends [in this age], not in unbelief and apostasy, but in a glorious restoration, to be followed by a national conversion which will be as “life from the dead” (Romans 11:15, 25-27,33-36).

“Then the goyim (nations) that are left round about you shall know”
Again, God reveals Himself to the nations through Israel.
The nations “that are left” could refer to the sheep nations left on earth after the judgment of the nations in Matthew 25.

Ezek. 36:37 Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. 
Ezek. 36:38 As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

“I will yet for this be enquired of”
Even after long years of exile and wandering, God’s covenant with Israel still stands, and she can enquire of Him for it.


“I will increase them...the waste cities be filled with flocks of men”
Though Satan has tried to “swallow up” the Jews from the earth through terrible men and regimes at his disposal, a remnant has returned. However, the promise of the Lord is that there will one day be so many, the land will be too small for them:

Is. 49:19 For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. 
Is. 49:20 The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me: give place to me that I may dwell.

“they shall know that I am Jehovah”
The recurrent theme of the purposeful God...that men should know that I am Jehovah.
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