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Section II
Ezekiel Chapter 20

God’s Plan to Reveal and Sanctify His Name to the Nations Through Israel

Ezek. 20:5 ¶ And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I am the LORD your God; 
Ezek. 20:6 In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands: 
Ezek. 20:7 Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
Ezek. 20:8 But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 
Ezek. 20:9 But I wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt.

	The phrase “I lifted up mine hand” indicates that God swears this.

ArtScrolls Introduction (p 314)
In this chapter God reveals to Yechezkel that the underlying factor and prime mover in the history of Knesset Israel, The Community of Israel, is the imperative of the Sanctification of God’s Name. 
(See comm. to v. 9 for an elaboration of this concept).  

ArtScrolls Yechezkel 20:8, 9
And I intended to pour My fury upon them, to spend My anger on them, in the midst of the land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake of My Name, that it not be desecrated in the eyes of the nations midst which they are; in whose sight I had made Myself known to them to remove them from the land of Egypt.

ArtScrolls
The idea that Israel is permitted to survive in order to avoid Desecration of the Name does not start with Yechezkel. Numbers 14:13-20 teaches that it was just such an argument offered by Moses, which caused God to forgive the people for the sin of the spies; and Deut 32:26 teaches the same concept.


Ezek. 20:33 ¶ As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: 
Ezek. 20:34 And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. 
Ezek. 20:35 And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. 
Ezek. 20:36 Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. 
Ezek. 20:37 And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: 
Ezek. 20:38 And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 
Ezek. 20:39 As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord GOD; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with your idols. 
Ezek. 20:40 For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me: there will I accept them, and there will I require your offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. 
Ezek. 20:41 I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathen. 
Ezek. 20:42 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. 
Ezek. 20:43 And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. 
Ezek. 20:44 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have wrought with you for my name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. 

Brim
Again, in the very midst of the prophecies of judgment and purging, God restates the assuredness of His Covenant with Israel. And of the fact that it shall include “all the House of Israel,” in the Land of Israel.
We are so blessed to live in the days when He has reestablished the Nation of Israel and is gathering the Jews there.




ArtScrolls
“And I will be hallowed through you in the eyes of the nations.”
In Yechezkel usually means that God’s Name will be hallowed through His deeds. Thus the meaning would be that God’s name will be hallowed when the nations of the world see the ingathering of the exiles…

This thought pervades Yechezkel’s prophecy (28:25, 26:23) and with it he concludes his teachings (39:27-29) before embarking on the vision of the …final Holy Temple.

Brim
Would God that the Nations could see the very revelation of the reality of God and His Word in His doing what He said He would do, bring the scattered Jews back to the Land He promised them forever.

Those Nations who see it, and cooperate with it, will know the blessings of God now in the end of this age. And eventually in the judgment of the Nations, go into the Millennium as sheep nations. (Matthew 25.)
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