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Section II
The Book of the Prophet Ezekiel
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ezekiel Chapter1


Ezekiel 1:1

A.	The Prophet in exile with the people of Israel in Babylon. 
	(Named The State of Iraq in 1920). 

B.	In exile, and yet, “the heavens are opened, and he sees visions of God.”

	The Numerical Bible:
	“…the heavens are opened and there are ‘visions of God.’
	Whatever the message that may be given, the first thing for the prophet’s 	soul is that there are ‘visions of God.’
With God coming in, how everything changes, even though nothing may be changed! For there is no desolation like the absence of God; and there is nothing to lack with His presence realized. Thus the end is, as it were, seen from the beginning.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  The Numerical Bible, Loizeaux Brothers, Neptune, N.J.] 


	Yechezel, ArtScrolls
Some five years after the arrival in Babylon, of the first wave of exiles who had been led into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar’s hordes. Yechezkel ben Buzi, the priest was granted a prophecy. As he stood on the banks of the river Kevar ‘the heavens were opened’ and he was shown ‘the visions of God.’
	These ‘visions’ are known in Talmudic literature as Merkavah [lit. ‘Chariot’, or, 	Ma’aseh Merkavah, [lit. ‘the Work,’ or ‘the Account’ of the Chariot].[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Yechezel, The Book of Ezekiel, General Editors: Rabbi Nosson Scherman/Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, ArtScroll Tanach Series, Mesorah Publications, Ltd., Brooklyn, NY, Page 69.] 


Ezekiel 1:2, 3

A.	“The hand of the LORD was upon me.”

	1.	Characteristic expression, used repeatedly through the Book.

	2.	“The Hand of the Lord” is the Spirit of God.

		2Pet. 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 			but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Ezekiel 1:4, 5 (KJV)
Ezek. 1:4 ¶ And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. 
Ezek. 1:5 Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures.

Ezekiel 1:4,5 (Yechezkel, Art Scrolls)
4  Then I looked and behold! a stormy wind was coming from the north, a great cloud with flashing fire and a brilliance surrounding it; and from its midst came a semblance of Chasmal from the midst of the fire; 5 and from its midst, a semblance of four Chayos. This was their appearance: they had the semblance of a man; and four faces for each, and four wings for each of them...

A.	A stormwind—a whirlwind (King James)

	Whirlwind often used in Scripture to describe God’s coming in 	judgment.  (Isaiah 66:15, Jer. 25:32)

	Whirlwind often associated with the chariots of God.

		2 Kings 2:11 (KJV)
	And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, 	behold there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and 	parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 	into heaven.

B.	Ezekiel’s Vision of the Chariot of God

www.Chabad.ORG
Ezekiel's Vision of the "Chariot" (429 BCE)
On the 5th of Tammuz of the year 3332 from creation (429 BCE), Ezekiel, the only one of the Prophets to prophesy outside of the Holy Land, beheld a vision of the Divine "Chariot"... 
	
Brim Note re the Wikipedia Entry that Follows:  
This is by no means to be taken as exact truth — for this vision is beyond the scope of man’s definition. But perhaps it does present a visual aid of sorts. As Brother Hagin wisely counseled, we can eat the hay, and leave the sticks.

Wikipedia, The Free Encylopedia [On Line]:
Ezekiel's vision of the chariot]
According to the verses in Ezekiel and its attendant commentaries, his vision consists of a chariot made of many heavenly beings driven by the "Likeness of a Man." The base structure of the chariot is composed of four beings. These beings are called the "living creatures" (Hebrew: חיות hayyot or khayyot). The bodies of the creatures are "like that of a human being", but each of them has four faces, corresponding to the four directions the chariot can go (East, South, North and West). The faces are that of a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle. Since there are four angels and each has four faces, there are a total of sixteen faces. Each "Hayyot" angel also has four wings. Two of these wings spread across the length of the chariot and connect with the wings of the angel on the other side. This creates a sort of 'box' of wings that forms the perimeter of the chariot. With the remaining two wings, each angel covers its own body. Below, but not attached to, the feet of the "Hayyot" angels are other angels that are shaped like wheels. These wheel angels, which are described as "a wheel inside of a wheel", are called "Ophanim" אופנים (lit. wheels, cycles or ways). These wheels are not directly under the chariot but are nearby and along its perimeter. The angel with the face of the man is always on the east side and looks up at the "Likeness of a Man" that drives the chariot. The "Likeness of a Man" sits on a throne made of sapphire.


1.  Chasmal (See ArtScrolls translation above.)

ArtScrolls
“The mysterious significance of this word is laden with esoteric connotation. It is a pure example of prophetic idiom, and beyond the realm of comprehension…It is the purest form of smokeless fire that the human senses can perceive… 

Numerical Bible (Samuel Rideout)
“The word hashmal in the original is translated electron in the Septuagint, or amber, as in the KJV…It is glory in judgment that is displayed.”

John G. Lake
“The Presence (the Glory) of God is as destructive of evil as it is constructive of good.

Numerical Bible 
“a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness about it...”
This fire is not pure wrath; it is rather, as a symbol, the holiness of God of which it speaks, a consuming fire indeed, therefore, to iniquity, but judgment is not its essence, not what it seeks or delights in, but what is necessitated by the perfection of God Himself. The first thing indeed is that in the form of judgment, God it is who is enwrapping Himself.

2.  Chayot (Chayos, Hayyot) 

	a.  Living creatures. 

	b.  The first woman’s Hebrew name was Chaya, meaning living. 

The Numerical Bible:
It is not a likeness of God that they present; and all likeness of Him is expressly forbidden. They are creatures of His—no more; in His hand, obedient to His will, and used for His purposes; in fact, as we shall see, instruments of His government; in Revelation (Chapter 4) seen in the midst of and around the Throne; here underneath it, for here the view is from earth, and there in heaven. They have in general the likeness of a man, but their feet are like the feet of an ox “upright” and not extended as is man’s foot. They sparkle giving the look of glowing brass, reminding us once more of Revelation, but there of Him who appears to John, and who is the Lord Himself (Revelation 1:15).
A higher Spirit than that of the living creature itself in fact guided and governed all.


Ezekiel 1:19-21

Yechezkel 1:19-21
As the Chayos move the Ofanim move by them and as the Chayos were lifted from upon the surface, the Ofanim were lifted, wherever the spirit chose to go they went; there the spirit chose to go; the Ofanim were lifted opposite them for the spirit of the Chayah was in the Ofanim. When they moved they moved; and when they halted, they halted…

	A.	Ofanim = wheels

B.	ArtScroll, page 84
In whatever direction the Will of God, Who was—if one may so express it—riding thereon [i.e. the Merkavah], wished to go, they went; for it was also the will of the Chayos to go there and thus they moved only as intended by God. (Metzudas David).

Ezekiel 1:25-28 (KJV)
Ezek. 1:25 And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings. 
Ezek. 1:26 ¶ And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it. 
Ezek. 1:27 And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. 
Ezek. 1:28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.

Amplified Bible
Ezek. 1:25 And there was a voice above the firmament that was over their heads; when they stood, they let down their wings. 
Ezek. 1:26 And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne in appearance like a sapphire stone, and seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with the appearance of a Man.
Ezek. 1:27 From what had the appearance of His waist upward, I saw a lustre as it were glowing metal with the appearance of fire enclosed round about within it; and from the appearance of His waist downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and there was brightness [of a halo] round about Him. 
Ezek. 1:28 Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face and I heard a voice of One speaking.

Yechezkel, ArtScrolls 
25 So there was a sound from above the expanse which was upon their heads; when they halt, they release their wings.  26 And above the expanse which was above their heads was like the appearance of sapphire stone in the likeness of a throne; and upon the likeness of the throne a likeness like the appearance of a man upon it from above.  27 And I saw a semblance of Chashmal like the appearance of fire within it all around from the appearance of his loins and upward; and from the appearance of his loins and downward I saw as if the appearance of fire, and it had brilliance all around.  28 Like the appearance of the bow which shall be upon the cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brilliance all around. That was the appearance of the semblance of the glory of HASHEM!
	When I saw this, I threw myself upon my face and I heard a voice speaking.
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