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Section I, Chapter 4

An Important Introduction to
The Book of Ezekiel



God did not allow Moses to go into the Promised Land. But before Israel was to enter the Land, Moses prophesied God’s dealings with Israel: The Scattering. The Ingathering. The Restoration. And the Redemption. I have quoted Moses’ telling prophecy here as translated from the Hebrew to English by Hebrew scholars and speakers. 

Deuteronomy 30:1-10 (The Tanach, The Stone Edition, ArtScrolls Series)
It will be that when all these things come upon you — the blessing and the curse that I have presented before you — then you will take it to your heart among all the nations where HASHEM [The Name], your God, has dispersed you; and you will return unto HASHEM, your God, and listen to His voice, according to everything that I command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and all your soul. Then Hashem, your God, will bring back your captivity and have mercy upon you, and He will return and gather you in from all the peoples to which HASHEM, your God, has scattered you. If your dispersed will be at the ends of heaven, from there HASHEM, your God, will gather you in and from there I will take you. HASHEM, your God will bring you to the Land that your forefathers possessed and you shall possess it; He will do good to you and make you more numerous than your forefathers. HASHEM, your God, will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, to love HASHEM, your God, with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.
	HASHEM, your God, will place all these imprecations upon your enemies and those who hate you, who pursued you. You shall return and listen to the voice of HASHEM, and perform all His commandments that I command you today. HASHEM will make you abundant in all your handiwork — in the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your animals, and the fruit of your Land — for good, when HASHEM will return to rejoice over you for good, as He rejoiced over your forefathers, when you listen to the voice of HASHEM, your God, to observe His commandments and His decrees, that are written in this Book of the Torah, when you shall return to HASHEM, your God, with all your heart and all your soul.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  The Tanach, The Stone Edition, The ArtScroll Series, Mesorah Publications, Ltd., Brooklyn, NY, page 501.] 


 The following note to this passage in The Chumash, the Stone Edition is quite meaningful — both for when Moses uttered it, and for the ministry of the Prophet Ezekiel to the Nation of Israel in its first dispersion, its first scattering:

1-10. The eventual repentance and redemption. After the fearsome warnings of what will befall the nation when it is disloyal to God, the Torah turns to the eventual benevolence that God will shower upon His people when they repent. Ramban notes that these promises have not been fulfilled as yet; they will come about in the Messianic era. This passage is, in effect, a commandment to repent, but it is phrased not in the imperative form but in the ordinary future tense, because God wanted it to be an assurance to beleaguered Jews that sooner or later they will repent and be redeemed.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  The Chumash, The Stone Edition, ArtScroll, Mesorah, Publications, Ltd., page 1091.] 


Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel were the prophets of Israel’s first exile — the carrying off into Babylon, and the destruction of the First Temple.

A Message of Hope to Israel

Ezekiel, like Daniel, was carried off to Babylon before the Temple was destroyed. His prophesies in Babylon that the Temple would be destroyed made him unpopular with the captives. But then, a runner came from Jerusalem with the terrible news that the Temple had been burned by Nebuchadnezzar’s forces. After that, Ezekiel was exalted in their eyes.

My! How terrible they must have felt. The Temple was their connection to God. The Temple was what made them a people different from all others. For all they knew it was all over. 

Indeed the Prophet Ezekiel made dire warnings, and descriptions of Israel’s dark sins. But Ezekiel was also a priest, and his ministry was priestly in consolation. The Lord gave him translations and visions that prophesied of the promised redemption. He prophesied the end of days return to their Land that we are witnessing now. He foresaw in detail the Millennial Temple, the division of the Land again to the returned Tribes of Israel. The Book ends with the wonderful proclamation that the Glory will be over earthly Jerusalem when its very name shall be Jehovah Shammah, The LORD is There. 

Ezek. 48:35 ...and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there. (KJV)





The Departure and Return of the Glory

An amazing detail of this Book is one I’d never seen until I studied the ArtScroll commentaries. And yet, it is very plain in the Book itself if you just know what to look for.  I just needed those who have spoken Hebrew and studied this Book for centuries to point it out. 

And that is: The Departure and The Return of the Shechinah Glory. 
The Chariot, Hebrew speakers call it the Merkivah, came to escort the Glory from the Temple. The Book describes the stations of the departure. How the Glory lifted from between the Cherabim, went out into the court, over the threshold, and then across to the Mount of Olives where it ascended into Heaven.

The Glory had to depart. For if the Glory had remained over the mercy seat, the Babylonians would never have been able to burn the Temple. 

After the Glory departed, the Temple was just a building. No longer was it filled with the Glorious Presence. 

The Shechinah Glory, as manifested in a cloud over the Mercy Seat, was never in the Second Temple.

The return of the Shechinah to the Millennial Temple is prophesied in this amazing Book. 

The Book of Yechezkel, An Overview by Rabbi Moshe Eisemann and Rabbi Nosson Scherman

...So intense was the holiness of the Shechinah, God’s Presence, as it rested in a cloud upon the Tabernacle that even Moses feared to enter (Exodus 40:34-35), and so total was its presence on the Temple that the priests could not enter (I Kings 8:11). But God’s Shechinah rests ultimately on His people, not on their architecture. His purpose is Man, not man’s temples. So, when Israel descended from...spiritual grandeur to the earthly depths of lust and iniquity, the Shechinah ascended from Israel’s Temple which had become no more than a shell — beautiful but empty —  and returned to the heavens...

It was the lot of Yechezkel to witness the tragedy...the departure of the Shechinah... In ten agonizing stages, the Shechinah slowly withdrew from the Holy City and the Holy Temple, leaving them naked to the onslaught of Nebuchadnezzar... All this Yechezkel saw...

But Yechezkel’s visions were not all bleak. He was more than the prophet of destruction... he saw the future, the glorious future when the Temple...eternal...would stand enveloped in a glory that would eclipse all which had gone before. Yechezkel had suffered the...torment of hearing the angels describe God’s withdrawal from the Temple saying, “Blessed is the glory of God [as He departs] ‘from’His place (3:12). He would exult with another vision as God transported him to Eretz Yisreal, and set him down on a high mountain overlooking Jerusalem (40:2)... Yechezkel would see the glory of God borne on a chariot that was not drawing away from Zion — but was returning to it, never again to depart:  

	And the glory of God was coming to the House by way of the gate which 	faced eastward (43:4).[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Yechezel, The Book of Ezekiel, General Editors: Rabbi Nosson Scherman/Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, Mesorah Publications, Ltd., Brooklyn, NY, pages xx, xxi. ] 


Brim Note:  The Chariot of God (Merkavah) was sent to escort the Shechinah. Consider this opening to the First Chapter of Ezekiel from the ArtScrolls:

Some five years after the arrival in Babylon, of the first wave of exiles who had been led into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar’s hordes. Yechezkel ben Buzi, the priest was granted a prophecy. As he stood on the banks of the river Kevar ‘the heavens were opened’ and he was shown ‘the visions of God.’
	These ‘visions’ are known in Talmudic literature as Merkavah [lit. ‘Chariot’, or, Ma’aseh Merkavah, [lit. ‘the Work,’ or ‘the Account’ of the Chariot].[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. Page 69.] 
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