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Section I, Chapter 2
Rightly Dividing Prophetic Scriptures
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Section I, Chapter 2


Key to Rightly Dividing Prophetic Scriptures
Understanding the Three Groups of People


I.	Rightly Dividing the Word

2Tim. 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.	


	A.	The Bible is the Word of Truth.
		It must be rightly divided.
		Since it can be rightly divided, it can also be wrongly divided.
Error in interpretation comes from a wrong division of the Scripture.   
For example: Assigning a verse to the church which really refers to the Jews or the Nations. This is why some erroneously teach that the church will go through the tribulation period on earth.


II.	Three Groups of People

	There are three people groups to or about whom prophetic scriptures speak. 	A Scripture can refer to any one of the three; or, to more than one. 
	The Scripture is plain as to whom it refers.

	A.  	The Jews
		The Nations
		The Church

1Cor. 10:32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles (Nations), nor to the church of God:

			Some English translations of this verse translate 					Greeks rather than Gentiles. This is because the Gentile 				world had been Hellenized (or Greekilized) after the 				conquests of Alexandar the Great.
				The biblical meaning is “nations.” 
				Goyim in the Hebrew of Genesis Chapter Ten where the 					Gentile nations are introduced. Law of first mention.

	
III.	Some Rules of Bible Interpretation;
Rightly Dividing the Word of God.

		1.	Read the Scripture in context.

		2.	Be sure it harmonizes with all God’s Word on the	matter.

				Do not lift scriptures out of context, or out of the 						entirety of the Word of God, on the matter.  
				This is the meaning of the following verse:

 					2Pet. 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the 					scripture is of any private interpretation.

		3.	Know who is speaking.

		4.	Know to whom a Scripture is speaking.

			A Scripture may be speaking to:

			a.	An individual

			b.	A group.
				 
				1)  Jews
				2)  Nations (Hebrew: Goyim) 
				3)  The Church
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