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Its Place and Importance



I.	Prophecy 

	A.	Defined in Jewish Oral Law
		Talmud, Mishnah

		1.	The link between the Creator and His creatures, by 					means of prophecy, is one of the foundations of the 					creation of the world.
			(Chazon Ish, Emunah &’Bitachon, ch. 6).[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Trei Asar, The Twelve Prophets, Vol. 1: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Editors Rabbi Nosson Scherman/Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, ArtScrolls Tanach Series, Overview by Rabbi Joseph Elias, Mesorah Publications, ltd, Brooklyn, NY, xvii.] 


		2.	Twice as many prophets arose among the Jews as 					there were Israelites who left Egypt. 
			Only such prophecy that was needed for later generations was 				written down. (Megillah 14a).[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid., xviii. ] 


		3. 	Of these millions of Jews…the prophecies of only 48 					men and 7 women have been recorded in Scriptures. 					Of these 55, in many cases very few of their 						prophecies are recorded, as little as a sentence or two 					in some cases.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid.] 

			
			[The number applies to the Tanach]

		4.	God-breathed words became the Holy Scriptures.
			
2Tim. 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
			
		5.	Peter reveals how Prophetic Scripture came and calls New 				Testament believers to heed what the Prophets wrote. 
			(See Foreword.)

			


			2 Peter 1:19-21
19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise.
20  *In your hearts knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost

* Brim Note: I have taken the liberty to move the last phrase in v.19 to v.20. There is no punctuation in the original Scriptures. In the 1980s an elderly Finnish scholar, who had done a Finnish translation of the Bible, explained to me that it should be translated thusly, since Jesus has already arisen in the believer’s heart.

6.  David Baron wrote: The mission of the prophets was comprehensive and many-sided; they spoke to all times, making known to the children of men the counsels of the Eternal. They spoke from the mouth of the Omniscient God, foretelling things to come; but to the current generations in which they lived they were chiefly preachers of righteousness, and their constant cry was, “Repent.”[endnoteRef:4] [4:  ZECHARIAH, A Commentary on his Visions and Prophecies, David Baron, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 11.] 


	B.	Israel – Nation with the Prophetic Anointing

Rom. 3:1 ¶ What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 
Rom. 3:2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.

Psa. 105:14 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; 
Psa. 105:15 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

			a.	Sarah; Genesis 12;17; 20:18
				Rebekah, Genesis 26:11

Psalm 105 refers to the Matriarchs of Israel, for the nation—who would speak and record the Word of God to the world—was in their wombs. 

		3.	Jesus instructed, when asked what would be the sign of 					His coming and of the end of the age:
			“Behold the fig tree….”
			(Matthew 24:1-3; Luke 21:29.)

			Any serious study of Eschatology must include a study of 				Israel (the Fig Tree).

C. 	God has chosen that His Holy written Word be more than one-half prophecy; some say, two-thirds.

	1.	Many prophecies have been fulfilled.

D.	God’s Litmus Test for being God:  Telling the end from the beginning.

		Isaiah 41:8,9,11,12, 22,23,26

E.	By God’s Design:  The Jews (Israel) and His fulfilled prophecies
	concerning that prophetic nation are the witnesses that He is God.

Isaiah 43:1-12
Is. 43:1 ¶ But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
Is. 43:5 Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; 
Is. 43:6 I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; 
Is. 43:7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him. 
Is. 43:8 ¶ Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. 
Is. 43:9 Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. 
Is. 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. 
Is. 43:11 I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour. 
Is. 43:12 I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.

Isaiah 44:6,7,8
Is. 44:6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. 
Is. 44:7 And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. 
Is. 44:8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

F.	Prophetic understanding: spiritual weapon of the Army of the Lord

		1)	One of His Names is Yaweh Sabaoth, Jehovah of hosts, or 		armies. David Baron defines that special name:

			 “Jehovah of hosts...Lord of all things, at whose 				call all created forces must marshal themselves 				as if for war.”[endnoteRef:5]					 [5:  Ibid.] 


		2)	Attribute of the Army of the LORD

1Chr. 12:22 For at that time day by day there came to David to help him, until it was a great host, like the host of God. 
1Chr. 12:23 ¶ And these are the numbers of the bands that were ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD... 

1Chr. 12:32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment...
	1Chr. 12:38 All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king.

	Brim Note: First Chronicles 12 describes God’s view of the attributes of the army that came to make David king. It typifies the army of the Lord in the End of Days and the same attributes which army should possess before the coming of The King of Kings.
	

3)	Light from the Prophets is a huge part of one’s stability in the End of Days.

	Is. 33:6 And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times,
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