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Ezekiel 

Chapter One

Ezekiel 1:1 (ArtScrolls)

It happened in the thirtieth year in the fourth month on the fifth of the month, as I was among the exile by the River Kevar; the heavens opened and I saw visions of God.

In exile.  Babylon.  Iraq.

Possibly the River Euphrates

YET!!!

“the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.”


Read AS page 72 point 1



“We were in exile—and still the heavens opened!



God’s Merkavah is revealed in the heavens of the Babylonian 


land of 


exile.”






Harav Joseph Breuer


The Numerical Bible:


“…the heavens are opened and there are ‘visions of God.’


Whatever the message that may be given, the first thing for the 
prophet’s soul is that there are ‘visions of God.’


With God coming in, how everything changes, even though nothing 
may be changed! For there is no desolation like the absence of God; and there is nothing to lack with His presence realized. Thus the end is, as it were, seen from the beginning.”

God’s Revelation of Himself 

As the One Who tells us the end from the beginning.

Through  Israel, the prophetic nation, His witnesses that He is God

Isaiah 41, 42, 43, 44

The prophetic end is revealed from the beginning.

Israel is His special nation of witness that He is God.

Israel is a prophetic nation. (Psalm 105)

Jesus pointed to the nation of witness when asked when He would return. 

(See Matthew 24 and Luke 21).

Ezekiel 1:2,3

On the fifth of the month; it was the fifth year of the exile of King Yehoyachin. The word of HASHEM (Jehovah) had come to Yechezkel, the son of Buzi, the priest, in the land of the Chaldeans by the River Kevar; and the hand of HASHEM was upon him, there.

“The hand of the LORD was upon me” 

Characteristic expression, used constantly throughout the book.

Scarcely used elsewhere.


“The hand of the Lord” is indicative of The Holy Spirit.



2 Peter 1:17-21

Ezekiel 1:4

Then I looked and behold! A stormy wind was coming from the north, a great cloud with flashing fire and a brilliance surrounding it; and from its midst came a semblance of Chashmal from the midst of the fire;

ArtScrolls

Ma’aseh Merkavah

Merkavah – Chariot

This is a peophetic idiom symbolizing the Merkavah of the Shechinah’s Throne





Note: Israeli tank called Merkavah

(A stormwind—a whirlwind


(Whirlwind often used in Scripture to describe God’s coming in 
judgment.  (Isaiah 66:15, Jer. 25:32)


(Whirlwind often associated with the chariots of God.


2 Kings 2:11 (KJV)


And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold,


there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them 
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

( “a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness about it…”             
(KJV)

Numerical Bible: (F.W. Grant)

“This fire is not pure wrath; it is rather, as a symbol, the holiness of God of which it speaks, a consuming fire indeed, therefore, to iniquity, but judgment is not its essence, not what it seeks or delights in, but what is necessitated by the perfection of God Himself.

“The first thing indeed is that in the form of judgment, God it is who is enwrapping Himself.”

(Chasmal

ArtScrolls

“The mysterious significance of this word is laden with esoteric connotation. It is a pure example of prophetic idiom, and beyond the realm of comprehension…It is the purest form of smokeless fire that the human senses can perceive…The word is a compound of mal chash [lit. silent; speak] for it is proper to be silent about its implications which defy human description. 

Numerical Bible (Samuel Rideout)

“The word hashmal in the original is translated electron in the Septuagint, or amber, as in the KJV…It is glory in judgment that is displayed.”

John G. Lake

“The Presence (the Glory) of God is as destructive of evil as it is constructive of good.


Example:


Chip saw the glory in Anaheim in 1986


A bright pillar of cloud enfolding itself.

Ezekiel 1:5

and from its midst, a semblance of four Chayos. This was their appearance: they had the semblance of a man;

( Chayos translated in KJV “living creatures”



The first woman was named Chaya


meaning living.

 The Numerical Bible:

It is not a likeness of God that they present; and all likeness of Him is expressly forbidden. They are creatures of His—no more; in His hand, obedient to His will, and used for His purposes; in fact, as we shall see, instruments of His government; in Revelation (Chapter 4) seen in the midst of and around the Throne; here underneath it, for here the view is from earth, and there in heaven. They have in general the likeness of a man, but their feet are like the feet of an ox “upright” and not extended as is man’s foot. They sparkle giving the look of glowing brass, reminding us once more of Revelation, but there of Him who appears to John, and who is the lord Himself (Revelation 1:15).

A higher Spirit than that of the living creature itself in fact guided and governed all.

ArtScrolls:

They always moved forward since they had faces in every direction 

(Metzudos David.)

Ezekiel 1:19-21

As the Chayos move the Ofanim move by them and as the Chayos were lifted from upon the surface, the Ofanim were lifted, wherever the spirit chose to go they went; there the spirit chose to go; the Ofanim were lifted opposite them for the spirit of the Chayah was in the Ofanim. When they moved they moved; and when they halted, they halted…

Ofanim = wheels

In whatever direction the Will of God, Who was—if one may so express it—riding thereon [i.e. the Merkavah], wished to go, they went; for it was also the will of the Chayos to go there and thus they moved only as intended by God. (Metzudas David).

Ezekiel 1:22

And as for the semblance of the expanse above the heads of the Chayos, it resembled awesome ice, spread out above upon their heads.

ArtScrolls

The top of this dome served as the surface upon which rested the Throne described in v. 26

Ezekiel 1:23

And beneath the expanse, their wings were even, one with other…Then I heard the sound of their wings like sound of great waters, like the sound of Shaddai as they moved…

ArtScrolls

This name of God indicates His might and His control of nature. The voice of God Who spoke with a mighty voice at Sinai [Deut 5:19]; the voice which is described in Scriptures as the Voice of HaShem in strength!...in splendor! The voice of HaShem breaks cedars [Psalm 29:4,5].

Psalm 29:3 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters. 

Ezekiel 1-26

And above the expanse which was above their heads was like the appearance of sapphire stone in the likeness of a throne; and upon the likeness of the throne a likeness like the appearance of a man upon it from above. 

27 And I saw a semblance of Chashmal like the appearance of fire within it all around from the appearance of his loins and upward; and from the appearance of his loins and downward I saw as if the appearance of fire, and it had brilliance all around. 28 Like the appearance of the bow which shall be upon the cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brilliance all around. 


That was the appearance of the semblance of the glory of HASHEM.


When I saw this, I fell upon my face and I heard a voice speaking

